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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 
o!  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

for  the  Fmancial  Year  ended  31st  March,  1944 


The  outstanding  facts  we  have  to  rc]Kii-t  this  vcar 
are  that,  at  a time  of  supreme  nationai  effort,  tiie 
weifare  of  tiie  biinci  is  being  maintained,  and  tiiat  tiie 
biind  arc  piaying  tiieir  part  in  tlie  iife  of  tiie  nation. 
In  factories  and  worksliojis  tlie  blind  are  producing 
munitions  and  essential  civilian  goods  ; in  llicir 
offices  and  at  tlieir  own  liomcs  they  arc  sliaring  tlie 
liazards,  and  sliouldering  tlie  responsibilities,  of  tlicse 
crucial  days. 

Tlie  strain  of  war  on  man-power  has  opened  the 
doors  of  factories  at  \\-hich  we  have  waited  for  twenty 
years  as  suppliants  for  blind  labour,  and  the  lilind 
have  flooded  in.  In  the  light  engineering  industr\-  alone 
we  have  found  321  different  types  of  work  which  the 
blind  can  do  in  normal  competition  with  seeing 
workers.  So  well  have  the  blind  acquitted  themselves 
in  industry  that  in  many  areas  the  demand  for  their 
labour  e.xceeds  supply. 

Impelled  by  these  exceptional  opportunities,  and 
inspired  by  the  magnificent  response  of  the  blind 
themselves,  the  whole  system  of  Blind  Welfare  is 
passing  through  a time  of  change  and  vigorous 
growth.  Enlightened  legislation  on  education  and 
social  problems  is  now  laying  the  basis  for  a future  of 
wider  opportunity.  \A'e  have  every  reason  to  hope 
that  the  Disabled  Persons  (Emploj-ment)  Act  will 
consolidate  the  footing  secured  by  the  blind  in 
general  industry,  that  the  Education  Act  will  give 
effect  to  the  plans  which  we  and  others  have  in  mind 
for  promoting  the  specialised  primary,  secondary  and 
technical  education  of  the  blind,  and  that  the  forth- 
coming National  Health  and  Insurance  schemes  will 
relieve  the  blind  from  want  while  giving  them 
incentives  to  attain  an  equality  of  indciiendence  with 
their  sighted  fellows. 

Employment — Education  and  Training — Care  and 
Assistance — in  all  these  three  main  lines  of  activity, 
the  N.I.B.  has  been  able  to  make  most  important  head- 
way in  an  exacting  but  exhilarating  year.  We  have, 
moreover,  to  record  with  deep  gratification  that  in 
this  last  3’ear  real  progress  has  been  made  at  last 
towards  the  effective  organisation  of  work  for  the 
prevention  of  blindness. 

EMPLOYMENT. 

Placement  in  General  Industry.  We  referred  in 
our  last  Report  to  the  case  we  put  before  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  in  May,  1940,  based  on  years  of  research 
and  e.xperience,  for  the  mobilisation  of  blind  labour. 
Since  then,  the  Institute,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Ministries  of  Labour,  Production  and  .Xircraft 


Production  and  with  local  Agencies  for  the  Blind, 
has  placed  hundreds  of  blind  workers  in  factories. 
Practice  has  confirmed  what  the  Institute  had  long 
ago  proved  in  theory,  that,  over  a wide  range  of 
factory  operations,  blindness  is  no  bar  to  complete 
economic  efficiency.  Employers  who  have  proved 
this  for  themselves  are  now  foremost  amongst  the 
advocates  for  blind  labour,  and  in  all  quarters 
prejudice  is  breaking  down.  Thanks  to  the  initiative 
of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  to  the  invaluable 
co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Information,  the 
general  public  was  given  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
“ disabled  ’’  men  operating  machines  and  doing  high 
precision  hand-work  at  the  “ Back  at  Work  ” 
Exhibition  held  at  Burlington  House  in  the  spring  of 
this  year.  In  this  Exhibition,  the  X.  I .B.  was  taken  into 
partnership  by  the  Government  Departments  con- 
cerned, and  we  thank  Mr.  Bevin,  Minister  of  Labour, 
for  a magnificent  opportunity  of  proving,  in  the  most 
public  way,  that  blind  workers  can  make,  and  are  in 
fact  making,  an  invaluable  contribution  to  the 
national  effort. 

Since  October,  1943,  in  the  Greater  London  area 
alone  the  Institute  has  placed  130  blind  workers,  the 
majority  of  whom  had  been  regarded  for  years  as 
“ unemployable.”  After  years  of  frustration,  they 
are  rejoicing  in  being  " back  on  the  job.” 

To  cope  with  this  work  we  have  enlarged  our 
Placement  Department,  and  have  plans  ready  for 
still  further  expansion  when  the  Disabled  Persons 
(Employment)  Act  comes  into  operation.  Our 
Placement  Officers  are  partially  sighted  men  qualified 
to  demonstrate  practicallv  that  blind  labour  is  an 
economic  asset  and  not  a drag  on  production.  Their 
advice  is  available  to  all  Agencies  for  the  Blind  ; 
their  research  into  new  employments  is  continuous ; 
and  they  are  accumulating  data  which  will  be  of  great 
use  when,  under  the  Act,  all  larger  employers  of 
labour  will  include  a proportion  of  blind  people 
among  their  emplo3'ees.  Much  of  the  experience 
already  gained  and  much  of  the  continuous  research 
work  we  have  done  in  the  past  on  this  question  is  of 
interest  to  all  those  who  are  concerned  with  the 
placement  of  other  di.sabled  persons.  Eor  example, 
we  have  found  that  successful  placement  of  blind 
workers  depends  largely  on  skilled  and  sympathetic 
after-care  ; that  the  number  of  blind  workers  who 
leave  employment  or  gi\e  it  up  on  account  of  ill- 
health  or  who  arc  found  to  be  inefficient,  is  no  greater 
than  that  of  sighted  persons;  and  that  on  certain 
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types  of  machine-work  the  blind  can  maintain  an 
output  20%  liiglicr  tlian  the  average  of  siglited 
workers.  So  far  from  llic  blind  lia\'ing  more  accidents 
tlian  siglited  workers,  they  have  fewer,  a fact  which 
has  allayed  a number  of  fears  felt  by  Insurance 
Companies  and  Trade  Unions. 

Future  Employment  of  the  Blind.  I he  Disabled 
Persons  (Employment)  .\ct  is  a new  Charter  for  the 
blind.  The  phrase  " disabled  ” is  perhaps  unfortunate, 
but  it  has  been  ado]ited  to  denote  all  people  who  from 
whatever  cause  suffer  from  a handicap  or  disability, 
and  we  must  continue  to  use  it,  with  due  recognition 
of  the  wisdom  shown  by  the  wartime  Cabinet  in 
creating  an  employment  policy  for  the  blind  civilian 
as  well  as  for  the  victim  of  injury  on  war  ser\  ice. 

Before  the  Act  was  passed  into  law,  we  set  up  a 
Sub-Committee  to  examine  the  Tomlinson  Report  on 
which  the  Act  was  based,  together  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  Sir  William  Beveridge  on  Social 
Security.  That  Committee  produced  a valuable 
Bulletin — No.  15,  Blind  Welfare  after  the  War— - 
which  was  sent  to  "Members  of  Parliament  and  was 
widely  distributed  in  other  quarters.  It  concluded 
that  “ skilful  combination  of  the  Tomlinson  and 
Beveridge  proposals  will  bring  within  reach  a jilan 
which  is  comprehensive  and  at  the  same  time  specific 
in  its  several  parts  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  con- 
sidered not  only  as  recipients  of  public  bounty,  but 
as  contributive  citizens.”  Later  the  Institute’s 
Council  expressed  its  full  assent  to  the  principles  of 
rehabilitation  and  resettlement  enunciated  by  the 
Tomlinson  Committee,  while  correcting  the  Commit- 
tee’s bias  towards  thinking  of  the  blind  as  " a race 
apart  from  other  men.”  At  the  same  time,  it 
emphasised  the  necessity  for  bringing  the  blind  into 
the  main  stream  of  national  life,  and  endorsed  the 
general  policy  laid  down  by  the  Tomlinson  Committee, 
calling  attention  at  the  same  time  to  the  folly  of 
classifying  as  “ unemploj'ables  ” people  who  lose 
their  sight  while  they  are  still  full  of  work  and 
anxious,  at  all  costs,  to  escape  the  miseries  of  depen- 
dence. 

The  Massage  Profession.— Blind  Physiotherapists 
— to  use  the  term  which  has  now  replaced  ‘‘  masseurs  ” 
— are  to-day  playing  an  exacting  part  in  the  national 
effort.  These  blind  men  and  women,  fully  qualified 
in  Massage,  Swedish  Remedial  E.xercises  and  Electro- 
therapy, in  private  practice  or  in  general,  military 
and  emergency  hospitals,  are  helping  to  keep  the 
nation  fit  and  to  restore  health  to  those  stricken  by 
war.  The  increasing  number  of  men  and  women  now 
passing  from  our  Massage  School  are  doing  well,  and 
many  interesting  hospital  appointments  have  been 
secured  for  post-graduates.  At  the  Eichholz  Clinic 
and  the  Out-Patients’  Evening  Clinic,  both  at 
204  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  all  previous 
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records  in  treatments  and  attendances  have  been 
broken  during  the  jmst  year. 

It  is  with  ju'ofound  regret  that  we  have  to  record 
the  death  of  Mr.  William  Eichholz,  the  founder  of  the 
Eichholz  Clinic.  .■\s  a memorial  to  his  cousin,  the 
late  Dr.  Alfred  Eichholz,  he  met  the  whole  cost  of 
equipping  this  Centre  of  IMassage  by  the  Blind,  which 
is  now  established  as  an  outstandingly  successful 
West  F,nd  Clinic.  Every  blind  ma.sscur  owes  him  a 
debt  of  fervent  gratitude,  and  many  hundreds  of 
blind  masseurs  in  the  future  will  add  to  that  debt. 
Only  a few  weeks  belore  his  death,  on  hearing  that 
the  Clinic  needed  further  apjiaratus,  he  unhesitatingly 
gave  it,  and  he  has  remembered  the  Clinic  in  his  Will 
with  a characteristic  munificence,  of  which  particulars 
will  be  given  in  our  next  Report. 

The  Blind  in  the  Professions  and  in  Private 
Business. — Blind  people  have  for  many  ^-ears  made 
their  mark  in  the  Church,  in  the  Law,  as  Musicians 
and  in  the  Teaching  profession.  Our  Braille  Manu- 
script Department  at  Bournemouth  does  everything 
possible  to  help  blind  people  in  their  daily  pro- 
fessional tasks,  and  has  transcribed,  to  meet  specific 
personal  needs,  an  immense  amount  of  material 
during  the  year,  such  as  -Lets  of  Parliament  for 
law3'ers,  lecture  notes  for  teachers,  special  prayers 
for  clergjmien,  lists  of  telephone  numbers  for  telephon- 
ists, and  so  forth.  The  practical  value  of  this  work  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  message  from  a blind 
man  now  holding  a responsible  position  with  the 
B.B.C.  “ Thank  j'ou  for  the  most  valuable  transcript 
of  the  frequency  list  prepared  by  the  B.B.C.  ]\Iy 
work  will  be  very  much  easier  now  that  I have  this 
document.  It  is  set  out  e.xactly  as  I desired,  so  that  I 
can  add  new'  stations  to  it  as  they  appear  on  the  air. 
The  transcriber  has  done  a magnificent  job.” 

W’e  run  an  Emplo\'ment  Bureau  for  blind 
musicians — vocalists,  organists  and  other  professional 
musicians,  and  for  blind  piano  tuners.  " I feel  surej'ou 
will  be  delighted  to  hear  that  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  York  iMinster  have  elected  me  permanent  songman 
on  their  staff,”  writes  a blind  singer.  Despite  restric- 
tions on  paper  supplies,  the  urgent  needs  of  blind 
organists,  pianists,  vocalists,  and  dance  band  players 
for  specific  pieces  of  Braille  music  have  been  met. 
" The  W'ay  in  w'hich  the  Institute  is  carrying  on  under 
W'artime  conditions  is  wonderful,”  w'rites  a blind 
musician. 

.\s  several  of  these  successful  blind  professional 
men  and  women  arc  amongst  the  leaders  of  Blind 
Welfare  to-da\',  we  are  justified  in  hoping  that  their 
efforts  will  increase  the  number  of  blind  people  enter- 
ing the  professions,  and  w’e  are  planning  accordingly. 
One  essential  is  a means  bj'  which  the  blind  can  keep 
in  touch  with  political,  social  and  economic  develop- 
ments, and  we  hope  in  the  near  future  to  issue  period- 
ically a summary  in  Braille  of  the  latest  books. 


THE  BLIND  IN  WAR 
WORK 

These  blind  machinists  are  typical  of 
the  hundreds  of  blind  men  and  women 
engaged  in  war  work  in  factories  through- 
out the  country.  Many  testimonials  show 
that  the  blind  worker  can  reach  at  least 
100%  output,  does  not  take  longer  to 
train  than  a sighted  worker,  and  is  not 
prone  to  accidents. 


Die  threading  (The  De  Havilland  Aircraft  Co.,  Ltd.). 


Putting  bakelite  cement  inside  electric  iamp  caps  (General 
Electric  Co.,  Ltd.). 


Repetition  tapping  (D.  Napier  & Son,  Ltd.). 


/ertical  jig  drill  operation  (World  Moulded  Metal  Co..  Ltd.) 
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pamplilets,  speeches,  Acts  of  Parliament,  Wliite 
Papers,  Blue  Books  and  other  publications  dealinf? 
with  current  affairs. 

The  blind  man  in  business  on  his  own  has  many 
problems  to  face.  An  important  function  of  our 
Services  Department  is  to  advise  him  and  give  him 
that  bit  ofe.xtrahelp  which  often  means  so  much.  The 
maze  of  w'artime  regulations  and  the  variability  of 
wartime  occupations  have  much  increased  the 
number  of  enquiries  received.  I he  Head  of  the 
Department,  w'ho  is  a blind  professional  man,  attaches 
mucli  importance  to  the  personal  interview,  especially 
in  the  case  of  newly  blinded  people  who  seek  to  regain 
their  independence  as  self-supporting  workers.  The 
fact  of  being  advised  by  a blind  man  is  a positive 
help  in  the  adjustment  to  blindness.  “ Thank  you  for 
being  so  kind  and  helpful  when  I came  to  you  with  all 
my  troubles  early  this  week.”  A message  such  as  that 
repays  all  the  trouble  taken  to  overcome  the  troubles. 

The  Blind  Home  Workers. — In  addition  to  the 
blind  who  are  working  for  their  country  in  factories 
and  businesses,  in  the  professions  and  in  workshops 
for  the  blind,  there  are  many  hundreds  of  blind  crafts- 
men in  cities  and  in  villages  who  are  working  w'ith 
their  skilled,  untiring  hands  for  the  national  cause,  in 
providing  goods  needed  by  the  Services,  by  firms  and 
by  householders.  We  are  particularly  concerned  with 
a group  of  307  home  workers  resident  in  London  south 
of  the  Thames  and  in  Kent,  Surrey,  Sussex  and 
Hampshire.  Our  service  to  them  includes  the  market- 
ing of  their  products,  and  despite  the  withdrawal  of 
our  travelling  sales  vans  in  the  interests  of  petrol 
economy,  and  the  stoppage  of  exhibitions,  sales 
reached  a record  figure  during  the  past  year.  Many 
of  these  men  and  women  are  engaged  in  fulfilling 
important  Government  contracts.  All  customers 
have  been  entirely  satisfied  with  the  excellent  quality 
and  reasonable  prices  of  their  purchases,  and  our 
difficulty  has  been  to  get  enough  articles  made  to 
meet  the  demand. 

EDUCATION  AND  TRAINING. 

Blind  Babies  Homes  and  Nursery  Schools. — We 

referred  last  year  to  the  research  in  Nursery  School 
education  being  undertaken  by  -Miss  Nancy  Catt}', 
M..A.,  Educational  Adviser  to  our  Sunshine  Homes. 
The  first-fruits  of  her  research  have  now  been 
published  in  N.I.B.  Bulletin  No.  14,  “ Nursery 
Schools  for  Blind  Children.”  It  is  in  form  a review' 
of  the  past,  but  it  is  essentially  an  important  contribu- 
tion to  post-w'ar  planning.  While  the  first  Matrons 
of  our  Sunshine  Homes  were  building  up  a tradition 
of  devoted  care  and  W'arm  affection  for  their  little 
charges,  the  theory  of  Nursery  School  education  was 
rapidly  developing,  and  Miss  Catty’s  report  shows 
how  it  was  applied  to  blind  infants  and  how  it  has 
worked.  The  report  has  been  kept  strictly  objective 
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in  character,  as  its  purpose  is  to  give  all  who  serve 
blind  children  the  opportunity  of  profiting  by  the 
lessons  which  the  Institute  has  learned.  A most 
w'elcome  advance  has  been  made  in  dev'eloping  the 
co-operation  witli  teachers  in  the  schools  to  which 
the  Sunshine  Homes  children  proceed.  Conferences 
have  been  held  between  their  teachers  and  the  Sun- 
shine Homes  teacliers,  and  we  hope  that  a full-scale 
conference  will  follow. 

Our  fifth  Sunshine  Home,  Broad  Oak,  Northwood, 
Middlesex,  illustrates  the  latest  ideas  on  Nursery 
Schools.  The  underlying  principle  on  which  Resi- 
dential Nursery  Schools  are  worked  is  to  provide  the 
type  of  experience  which  a child  would  get  as  a 
member  of  a large  happy  family  where  the  life  of  the 
nursery  and  the  schoolroom  is  an  integral  part  of 
home  life  ; and  we  have  taken  a new'  step  in  appoint- 
ing a teacher  as  Head  of  this  new  Sunshine  Home 
Nursery  School. 

Here,  the  blind  children  learn  to  live  in  a friendly, 
hard-working  community.  They  work — happily  work 
— all  day.  In  or  out  of  school,  their  education  is 
continuing  on  the  same  lines.  Their  activities  in 
school  are  just  as  vital  and  integral  a part  of  their 
life  as  their  real  cleaning  and  real  cooking,  as  their 
work  for  the  gardener  who  seees  that  what  they  do 
is  real  gardening.  Helpfulness,  friendliness,  are 
taken  for  granted.  Such  training  during  the  first 
years  of  life  should  ensure  that  the  children  enter 
their  next  schools  eager  to  work,  willing  to  help, 
self-controlled,  fearless. 

Our  Sunshine  Homes  at  East  Grinstead  and  at 
\^’hitfield  Hall,  near  Hexham,  are  also  organised  as 
Nursery  Schools.  At  East  Grinstead  the  children  are 
divided  into  two  groups,  those  between  three  and 
five  years  old,  and  those  between  five  and  seven.  At 
Whitfield  Hall  all  the  children,  e.xcept  one,  are  over 
three  years  old.  To  have  all  the  children  “ in  school  ” , 
makes  for  easier  management,  but  the  staff  longs  for 
some  more  babies  as  they  are  intensely  interested  in 
watching  the  development  of  the  minds  of  the  babies 
from  earliest  infancy.  Parties  and  games  to  which 
children  with  sight  are  invited  are  a happy  innova- 
tion ; the}'  promote  that  feeling  of  ease  which  should 
exist  between  the  sighted  and  the  sightless.  The  use 
of  w'ater,  sand,  clay  and  paint  in  e.xperimental  play 
has  been  extended,  as  through  these  media  the 
children  learn  to  express  themselves  while  developing 
the  muscles  of  their  hands. 

Our  Sunshine  Home  at  Kingsthorpe,  Northamp- 1 
ton,  is  devoted  to  the  care  and  training  in  good  5 
habits  and  happy  play  of  infants  under  three  \-ears 
of  age.  In  their  fourth  year  they  proceed  to  one  of 
the  other  Homes,  for  Nurserv  School  training. 

Education  of  Backward  and  Retarded  Blind : 
Children. — Our  Sunshine  Home  at  Leamington  is 
reserved  for  blind  infants  w'ho  are  below  the  normal ' 
standard  of  intelligence.  The  training  of  these . 
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SUNSHINE  HOMES  & NURSERY  SCHOOLS 


The  blind  children  ac  these  Homes,  from  Infancy  to  eight  years  of  age 
have  all  that  loving  care  and  expert  knowledge  can  give  them.  They 
are  children  delightful  to  talk  to , fascinating  to  watch. 
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children  calls  for  infinite  patience  and  endless  experi- 
ment, but  all  elTorts  are  rewarded  if  the  ])hvsical 
development  which  results  from  expert  and  tender 
care,  good  food  and  fresh  air,  is  accompanied  by 
mental  development.  Some  of  the  children  prove 
ineducable  ; others  make  steady  progress,  especially 
in  manual  work,  music,  concentration  of  interest, 
group  games  and  ph^'sical  exercises. 

'riierc  ha\’e  been  several  cases  of  remarkable 
clarification  of  the  mental  faculties  at  Court  Grange, 
our  School  in  South  Devon  for  retarded  blind  boys 
and  girls.  The  musical  ability  of  the  children  is 
especially  remarkable,  and  the  music  examination 
results  are  invariably  well  up  to  the  standard  of  a 
normal  school.  The  School  Choir  has  won  note- 
worthy successes  in  County  Competitions,  and  one  boy 
who  obtained  the  Diploma  .V.L.C.M.  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  went  on  to  the  Royal  Normal  College, 
and  has  been  awarded  the  Teachers  Diploma  L.R..A.M. 
at  the  age  of  18.  Domestic  science  is  a valuable  item 
in  the  training,  and  out-of-door  activities,  such  as 
swimming  and  pony-riding,  are  excellent  in  giving 
the  children  confidence  and  courage. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  obvious  to  us  that 
increased  accommodation  is  needed  for  the  care  and 
education  of  blind  children  suffering  from  mental 
retardation  and  mental  defects.  j\Iental  grading  at 
an  early  age  is  difficult  but,  broadly  speaking,  the 
National  Institute  is  responsible  for  children  who  are 
educable  and  another  body,  the  Servers  of  the  Blind 
League,  for  children  who  are  certified  as  ineducable. 
To  overcome  the  difficulties  of  grading,  the  Board 
of  Education,  at  our  request,  convened  a Conference 
which  has  secured  the  co-operation  of  all  the  parties 
concerned.  The  Institute  had  already  decided  to 
establish  a second  School  for  Retarded  Blind  Children 
in  the  north  of  England  ; the  League  is  to  increase 
the  accommodation  at  its  Home  to  provide  for  boys 
from  twelve  to  sixteen  j-ears  of  age  ; and  the  Board 
of  Education  and  the  Board  of  Control  have  agreed 
jointly  to  inspect,  in  consultation  with  the  respective 
Medical  Officers  and  Psychologists,  the  Schools  and 
Homes  for  retarded  and  mentally  defective  blind 
children. 

We  have  continued  to  finance  the  experimental 
class  for  blind  children  at  the  Chalfont  Colony  of  the 
National  Society  for  Epileptics.  The  blind  children 
have  their  own  teacher  and  a separate  classroom,  but 
they  join  in  certain  sighted  classes  and  live  with  the 
sighted  children  in  the  Society's  Homes.  We  have 
been  anxious  about  the  number  of  blind  epileptic  boys 
awaiting  admission,  but  in  response  to  our  request 
for  additional  accommodation,  the  Chalfont  Authori- 
ties are  constructing  extensions  which  will  meet  the 
present  need. 

Secondary  Education.  Worcester  College  and 
Chorleywood  College,  the  Public  Schools  for  the 
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Blind,  continue  to  be  full  to  capacity,  with  sixty  boys 
at  Worcester  and  fifty-seven  girls  (and  little  boys  in 
the  Preparatory  School)  at  Chorleywood.  Owing  to 
the  return  to  London  of  a section  of  our  Head- 
quarters Staff  which  had  temporarily  to  be  housed  at 
Chorleywood,  the  College  has  been  able  to  extend  to 
its  maximum  ca])acity.  At  Worcester,  an  Annual 
lintrance  Examination  has  been  established,  to  permit 
the  best  selection  to  be  made  for  probable  places 
during  the  following  year.  This  continuous  call  for 
higher  education  is  full  of  promise  for  the  future  of 
the  blind  community.  Blind  youth  to-day  is  showing 
an  admirable  determination  to  succeed ; it  has 
learned  to  regard  its  physical  handicap  lightly  ; it 
admits  no  mental  handicap.  To  meet  this  fine  spirit, 
we  must  place  the  improvement  of  present  and  the 
provision  of  further  facilities  for  higher  education 
in  the  forefront  of  post-war  planning.  As  the  only 
Public  Schools  for  the  Blind,  both  Worcester  and 
Chorleywood  should  be  as  well  equipped  as  any  Public 
School  in  the  land.  Chorle\wvood  needs  a first-class 
gymnasium,  and  Worcester,  with  its  continued 
increase  in  numbers  and  rising  standards,  requires  a 
library,  a workshop,  and — a need  which  we  hope  ma}’ 
inspire  some  generous  benefactor — a chapel. 

School  of  Massage. — Partly  as  a result  of  the 
development  of  the  secondary  education  of  the 
blind,  and  partly  as  a consequence  of  war,  there  has 
been  a marked  increase  in  the  demand  for  massage 
training.  At  the  same  time,  the  technique  of  the 
profession  has  advanced  and  the  requirements  of 
training  have  risen.  Accordingly,  we  have,  during  the 
3’ear,  considerably  e.xtended  our  Massage  School,  so 
as  to  provide  for  a larger  number  of  students  in 
training,  and  for  the  extension  of  the  course  from 
two  to  two  and  a half  3'ears.  The  new  accommodation 
includes  a large  and  aipv  g3Tnnasium,  a librar3'  and 
social  room  for  students,  a changing  room,  a staff 
room  and  e.xtra  cloakrooms.  A valuable  new  facility 
for  the  senior  men  students  is  the  permission  kindly 
given  them  by  the  Middlesex  Hospital  to  attend  its 
Ph3'siotherapy  Department  for  clinical  experience. 

School  of  Training  for  Blind  Telephone  Operators. 

— -Another  development  of  our  technical  training 
work  has  been  occasioned  by  the  demand  for  blind 
telephonists  for  permanent  posts.  .As  a temporary 
measure,  we  have  established  a School  of  Training 
for  Blind  Telephone  Operators  at  01dbur3'  Grange, 
Bridgnorth.  .A  commodious  annexe  has  been  built 
in  the  grounds,  containing  sound-proof  cabins  housing 
the  most  up-to-date  switchboard  installation  for 
operational  training  in  telephon3q  classrooms  for 
Braille  shorthand  and  t3'ping  instruction,  a librar3^ 
for  trainees,  and  a craftsroom. 


WORCESTER  COLLEGE 

The  fine  record  of  the  Worcester  boys  in  rowing  and  chess 
illustrates  their  physical  and  mental  capabilities.  Against 
“ sighted  ” schools,  they  have  captured  many  trophies  on 
the  river  and  at  the  chessboard. 
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CHORLEYWOOD  COLLEGE 

During  the  year  the  Chorleywood  girls,  In 
responseto  the  Government  ap  eal,  collected 
126  lbs.  of  rose-hips,  and  gave  the  proceeds  to 
the  Red  Cross  (Pnoto  by  kindness  of  " Illus- 
trated”) 

The  girls  are  keen  students  of  the  War  and 
follow  events  on  embossed  maps. 


Students’  Library. — Blind  students  for  the  pro- 
fessions arc  the  lirst  to  admit  their  immense  debt  to 
the  \'olnntary  Braille  writers  who  transcribe  into 
Braille  all  the  books  they  require  for  their  studies. 
The  labours  of  this  band  of  men  and  women  who, 
after  mastering  Braille,  devote  themselves  to  the 
transcription  of  every  tyjie  of  book  which  may  be 
needed,  however  abstruse  or  difficult  or  dry  it  may 
be,  have  built  up  a Students'  Library  of  over  20,000 
volumes,  constituting  a collection  of  books  in  most 
branches  of  study,  selected  mainly  by  the  students 
themselves.  The' nature  of  its  growth  and  its  value 
to  the  student  can  be  shown  by  two  instances.  A 
young  Petty  Officer,  blinded  in  the  War,  wished  to 
continue  liis  studies  in  advanced  aeronautical 
engineering,  and  needed  a very  difficult  technical 
book,  teeming  with  intricate  diagrams  and  higher 
mathematics.  An  e.xpert  voluntary  Braillist  under- 
took the  task.  When  the  blind  man  had  received  the 
volumes,  he  sent  his  thanks  “ for  a most  brilliant  and 
thoughtful  piece  of  work,”  and  later,  a friend  of  his 
said  to  us  “ Knowing  the  young  man,  I can  assure 
you  that  the  help  you  are  giving  him  will  be  very  well 
repaid  in  his  future  success  in  his  career.”  Another 
student  required  a book  on  plastics,  and  on  receiving 
the  first  volume  of  the  Braille  transcription,  wrote  : 

" I was  very  pleased  to  receive  this.  I have  now 
written  some  twenty  pages  of  reference  notes  in 
Braille  from  this  volume.  I have  been  able  to  gain 
first-hand  knowledge  of  plastics,  as  a recent  proto- 
type aircraft,  constructed  by  the  department  in  which 
I work,  had  some  sixty  plastic  components  all 
moulded  or  machined  from  laminated  synthetic 
materials.  ...  It  now  appears  to  me  necessary  to 
have  a fair  working  knowledge  of  the  metallurgy  of 
light  alloys,  and  I seek  your  further  assistance.” 

It  will  be  noticed  that  these  two  examples  of  the 
work  now  being  done  in  the  Students’  Library 
indicate  a striking  development  in  the  studies  of  the 
blind.  Who  would  have  thought,  a few  years  back, 
that  blind  students  would  be  asking  for  Braille  books 
on  the  technology  of  industrially  applied  science  with 
a view  to  a career  ? The  vision  of  the  blind  is  extend- 
ing over  strange  fields,  and  we  must  do  everything  to 
help  the  pioneers.  It  is  obvious  that  to  meet  these 
new  demands,  to  keep  up  the  supply  of  the  latest 
treatises  on  law,  philosophy,  theology,  sociology, 
economics,  history,  literature,  to  feed  the  need  for 
books  in  the  languages  of  the  world’s  business  as  well 
as  in  the  languages  of  the  world’s  thought,  to  provide 
the  secondary  schools  with  adequate  libraries — in 
brief,  to  give  every  blind  scholar  and  student  every 
book  essential  to  success  in  examination  and  employ- 
ment— our  Students’  Library  Service  will  have  to  be 
very  considerably  extended.  Plans  for  expansion  are 
now  in  hand,  and  with  the  splendid  tradition  of  the 
old  voluntary  writers  to  inspire  the  new  volunteers 
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whose  services  will  be  required,  we  trust  to  march 
abreast  with  the  ambitions  of  the  blind  of  the  new 
world. 

The  Education  Act. — 1 he  new  Education  .Act 
became  law  while  this  Report  was  being  printed.  Its 
effect  on  schools  for  the  blind  should  be  revolutionary 
as  the  purpose  of  the  Act  is  to  recast  the  uational 
education  services  in  order  to  secure  for  all  children  a 
happier  childhood  and  a better  start  in  life.  But  the 
^^’hite  Paper  issued  before  the  passage  of  the  Bill 
through  Parliament  made  but  a cursory  reference  to 
the  intended  modifications  in  Special  Schools,  and  we 
considered  it  our  duty  to  bring  together  representa- 
tives of  the  organisations  concerned  with  Special 
Schools  in  order  that  all  provisions  of  the  Bill  winch 
cither  specifically  or  by  implication  affected  Special 
Schools  might  be  fully  scrutinised.  That  Conference 
decided  on  certain  desirable  amendments  to  the  Bill 
which  were  duly  put  forward  and  considered  in 
Parliament.  The  main  objects  of  the  amendments 
were  (i)  the  establishment  of  an  .Advisorj?  Council  for 
special  educational  treatment  (ii)  a tightening  of  the 
phraseology  to  prevent  weakness  or  slackness  on  the 
part  of  a Local  Education  Authority  in  implementing 
the  purpose  of  the  Bill  in  respect  to  Special  Schools, 
and  (iii)  recognition  of  the  right  of  handicapped 
children  not  only  to  vocational  and  technical  training, 
but  to  academic  education.  The  Government  accepted 
the  substance  and  spirit  of  the  amendments,  and  we 
must  trust  that  in  due  course  the  reformation  of 
schools  for  the  blind,  in  the  spirit  of  the  .Act,  will  take 
place. 

Rehabilitation  of  the  War  Blinded.— The  readjust- 
ment to  life  without  sight  of  civilians  blinded  by 
enemy  action  has  given  us  new  educational  problems 
which  have  been  tackled  with  marked  success  at  our 
Homes  of  Recovery,  now,  by  gracious  permission  of 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  called  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
Homes.  We  have  already  mentioned  that  the  Home 
at  Bridgnorth  is  now  being  used  as  a Training  Centre 
for  Blind  Telephonists,  but  the  nucleus  of  a Home  of 
Recovery  has  been  retained  there  in  case  we  require 
more  accommodation  for  the  war-blinded  than  we 
now  have  at  our  Chairman’s  House,  Long  IMeadow, 
Goring-on-Thames,  and  .America  Lodge,  Torquay. 

During  the  year  seventy-five  blinded  people  have 
stayed  for  varjdng  periods  at  .America  Lodge,  and 
there  have  been  thirty  new  admissions  to  Long 
Meadow.  Some  have  gone  on  from  the  Homes  to 
Bridgnorth  for  telephone  training,  others  to  the 
School  of  Massage,  while  several  of  the  younger  ones 
have  entered  the  Roj^al  Normal  College  and  \\'orcester 
College.  Many  have  returned  to  their  own  homes, 
equipped  in  mind,  body  and  spirit  to  lead  a full  and 
happy  life  under  the  new  conditions. 


BLIND  PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 

The  pictures  above  and  below  of  the  newly  extended  Massage 
School  show  ; blind  students  training  for  Medical  Gymnastics  ; 
a blind  physiotherapist  administering  Ultra  Short  Wave  Therapy  ; 
and  students  in  the  Social  Room. 

On  the  right,  a blind  physiotherapist  is  administering  Massage  to  a 
patient  at  the  Eichholz  Clinic. 

During  the  year  12,829  treatments  were  given  at  the  Eichholz 
Clinic  to  5,458  patients  ; In  the  Out-Patients’  ^Evening  Clinic 
14,581  treatments  were  given  to  8 301  patients. 


We  have  been  particularly  glad  to  join  with  others 
concerned  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  Kehabilia- 
tionin  fornhnga  Council  for  Rehabilitation.  We  have 
experience  to  contribute,  and  we  hope  to  develop  new 
methods  by  learning  from  the  experience  of  others. 

CARE  AND  ASSISTANCE. 

If  we  were  asked  to  describe  the  main  object  of  the 
National  Institute  in  one  phrase,  we  should  say  that 
it  is  to  help  the  blind  to  secure  and  maintain  independ- 
ence. But  the  cause  of  the  blind  is  not  served  by 
minimising  the  severity  of  the  handicap  of  blindness, 
especially  when  it  is  accompanied  by  old  age,  ill 
health,  poverty,  loneliness  or  by  other  disabilities, 
such  as  deafness.  In  such  circumstances  the  blind 
need  not  only  help  but  care,  not  only  help  in  over- 
coming the  difficulties  of  blindness,  but  in  overcoming 
the  difficulties  of  living.  Our  work  in  this  direction 
may  be  summed  up  under  three  headings  : Homes, 
Personal  Services,  General  Services. 

Homes  for  the  Blind. — .\11  our  Homes  are  National 
Homes,  that  is,  they  serve  any  member  of  the  blind 
communit}^  and  not  the  blind  of  particular  localities. 
They  are  accordingly  scattered  over  the  country.  We 
have  Residential  Homes  for  Blind  Women  at  Hove 
and  Leamington,  Holiday  and  Convalescent  Homes  at 
Totteridge  (near  London)  and  Scarborough,  a 
Residential  Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind  at  Harrogate, 
a Home  of  Rest  near  Plymouth.  We  have  not  been 
able  to  use  our  Children’s  Holiday  Home  at  New 
Romnej^  since  the  first  year  of  the  War,  nor  our 
Residential  Home  for  married  couples  at  Ventnor. 
The  Children’s  Holiday  Home  will  have  to  be 
reconditioned  when  the  \\'ar  is  over,  and  “ Bannow,” 
our  Holiday  Home  for  many  years  at  St.  Leonards, 
which  was  badly  damaged  in  an  air-raid,  will  have 
to  be  partly  rebuilt. 

There  will,  we  think,  always  be  a need  for  Homes 
where  the  blind  can  find  comfort  and  freedom  from 
worry  in  old  age  or  relaxation  from  work  or  after 
illness,  and  we  shall  always  be  ready  to  establish 
Homes  of  this  nature  when  the  need  for  them  cannot 
be  met  by  Regional  or  Local  Bodies.  At  present  the 
most  immediate  need  is  for  another  Residential  Home 
for  the  Deaf-Blind,  and  we  .shall  open  one  at  the  first 
opportunity.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  the  tragedy  of 
live^  spent  in  darkness  and  in  silence,  but  it  is  more 
difficult  to  imagine  the  e.xtraordinar^'  courage  with 
which  these  doubly  handicapped  people  face  their 
terrible  misfortune.  We  can  never  do  enough  for 
them. 

Personal  Services. — The  relief  of  the  blind  is  a 
statutory  duty  of  the  Local  .Vuthorities,  who  generally 
administer  it  through  the  local  Voluntary  Agencies. 
But  there  are  manj^  blind  people  struggling  against 
the  hardships  of  existence  who  require  more  help 
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than  the  Local  Authorities  can  give  them.  It  is 
people  such  as  these  whom  we  try  to  help — not  only 
with  temporary  monej^  grants  to  tide  over  financial 
difficulties,  but  with  gifts  of  clothing,  apparatus, 
magazines,  books,  games,  with  advice  given  personally 
and  by  correspondence,  with  aid  in  securing  medical 
and  dental  treatment,  in  obtaining  guides  and 
suitable  accommodation,  and  in  dozens  of  other  ways. 
In  fact,  every  call  for  this  extra  help  is  a different 
call,  an  individual  call,  and  it  is  dealt  with  individ- 
ually— always,  of  course,  with  the  knowledge  and 
co-operation  of  the  Local  Authorities  and  local 
Voluntary  Agencies  concerned.  “ What  sort  of  a 
miracle  did  you  work  ? ” ; “ Thank  you  for  all  your 
kindness  during  my  stay  in  London  ” ; “ It  is  very 
kind  of  you  always  to  be  so  ready  to  see  me  ” — 
phrases  such  as  these  best  describe  the  nature  of  this 
essentially  personal,  private  service. 

General  Services. — One  of  the  main  difficulties 
incidental  to  blindness  is  that  all  special  means 
devised  to  overcome  it,  such  as  embossed  books  and 
music,  appliances  and  adaptations  of  apparatus, 
are  much  more  costl}^  to  produce,  mainly  because  of 
the  limited  market,  than  comparable  articles  for  the 
use  of  the  sighted.  The  vast  majority  of  the  blind 
would  be  quite  unable  to  buy  these  articles  even  if 
the  selling  prices  were  bare  cost  prices.  We,  therefore, 
charge  the  blind  in  this  country  and  throughout  the 
British  Empire  nominal  prices  only,  based  on  con- 
siderable reductions  on  actual  cost,  representing  an 
annual  financial  loss  which  amounted  last  j^ear  to 
nearly  ;£1I,000. 

Again,  when  most  blind  people  travel,  they  must 
have  a guide.  Their  travelling  e.xpenses  would 
accordingly  be  doubled  were  it  not  for  the  concessions 
allowed  to  them  b}?  the  Railway  Companies  which 
permit  a blind  person  travelling  with  a guide  to  pay 
only  one  fare.  During  the  year  we  issued  3,316 
railway  vouchers  to  the  blind. 

Other  general  services  which  directly  benefit  the 
blind  as  a whole  are  : — 

Our  publications  in  Braille  or  IMoon  type  are 
supplied  to  free  lending  libraries  for  the  blind  in  this 
country  and  throughout  the  British  Empire  at  one 
third  only  of  the  cost  of  production. 

Our  Talking  Book  Library  serves  free  of  charge 
1 ,500  blind  reader-listeners  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  over  23,500  Talking  Books  have  been  circulated 
during  the  year. 

The  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund,  initiated 
by  the  National  Institute,  has  since  its  inception 
supplied,  free  of  charge,  64,500  sets  and  relays  to  the 
blind  in  Great  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland.  It  will 
be  able  considerably  to  augment  its  service  in  the 
future  owing  to  the  magnificent  response  to  Lord 
Woolton’s  broadcast  appeal  on  Christmas  Day,  1943, 
which  brought  in  476,499. 


HOMES  FOR  THE 
BLIND 

These  scenes  are  typical  of  the 
Institute’s  many  Homes — 
pleasant,  peaceful  places  but  full 
of  activity.  Ac  the  Temporary 
Home  at  Totteridge,  blind  people 
from  the  cities  and  bombed 
areas  can  enjoy  a lovely  holiday 
in  a charming  house  and  spacious 
grounds.  At  the  Home  of 
Recovery,  Goring-on-Thames, 
the  war-blinded  engage  in  many 
pursuits  : one  man  goes  riding, 
another  studies  Braille,  while  the 
women  never  tire  of  knitting. 
Blind  knitters,  it  should  be  noted, 
have  contributed  over  1,000 
garments  to  the  Merchant  Navy 
Comforts  Service- 


PROVISION  OF  MEANS  FOR  OVERCOMING 
BLINDNESS. 

Braille  and  Moon  Books  and  Periodicals,  Braille 
Music,  Talking  Books,  Special  Apparatus,  Adapted 
Appliances  and  Games — these  are  the  chief  means  by 
which  the  blind  of  all  ages  and  all  occupations,  at 
school,  at  work,  in  their  leisure  hours,  are  enabled 
“ to  see  w'ithout  eyes.” 

Braille  and  Moon  Publications. — Owing  to  an 
increase  of  appro.ximately  ten  per  cent  in  the  paper- 
ration  for  both  books  and  periodicals,  the  publica- 
tion of  embossed  literatui-e  has  pi-ogressed  favourably 
along  the  lines  mentioned  in  our  last  Report.  We 
have  succeeded  in  keeping  in  stock  all  indispensable 
Braille  books  and  musical  works,  have  coirtinued  the 
Panda  Series  of  topical  books  and  light  fiction  in 
slightly  increased  numbers,  and  have  been  able  to 
meet  the  full  demand  for  the  twenty-three  Braille 
and  Moon  newspapers  and  magazines.  In  addition, 
we  have  issued  sevei'al  essential  new  publications, 
such  as  a Introduction  to  Braille  specially  for  the  use 
of  adults,  a Manual  for  Telephone  Operators,  our 
Bulletin  on  Blind  Welfare  after  the  War,  and  the 
leaflet  issued  by  the  Government  on  Pay-as-You- 
Earn  Income  Tax,  which  we  supplied  free  of  charge. 
We  have  also  begun  publication,  at  the  rate  of  four 
titles  a month,  of  the  hundred  works  for  which  the 
plates  were  prepared  by  our  blind  machine  trans- 
cribers during  the  first  years  of  the  War,  when  a 
limited  supply  of  zinc  was  still  available  but  paper 
for  printing  could  not  be  spared. 

The  output  of  books  in  Moon,  the  embossed  type 
easily  learnt  by  those  who  lose  their  sight  in  later 
life,  has  been  curtailed,  mainly  owing  to  a reduction, 
due  to  war  conditions,  in  the  number  of  copies 
ordered  by  the  United  States.  But  we  have  continued 
to  send  a good  quantity  of  Moon  books  to  Canada, 
Australia,  New  Zealand  and  South  Africa.  The 
circulation  of  the  much  appreciated  IMoon  periodicals 
has  been  maintained. 

The  year’s  production  of  embossed  publications 
was  as  follows  : — 

Braille. — Books  : 33,206  volumes,  0,918  pamph- 
lets. Periodicals  : 302,0.53  newspapers  and  supple- 
ments, 119,671  magazines  and  supplements.  Music: 
1,066  volumes,  1,980  pamphlets  (sheet  music). 
Metal  plates  embossed  : Books  and  periodicals, 
8,443,  Music,  266. 

Moon. — Books  : 2,528  volumes,  4,644  pamph- 
lets and  cards.  Periodicals:  21,335  newspapers, 
6,709  magazines.  Pages  of  type  set  up,  6,174. 

The  total  amount  of  embossed  literature  published 
for  the  blind,  although  considerable  in  bulk  and  cost 
of  production,  is  but  a tiny  fraction  of  the  books 
published  in  letterpress.  Daily  the  blind  clamour  for 
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more  books,  and  daily  it  becomes  more  apparent  that 
the  progress  of  the  blind  will  be  impeded  unless  a 
greatly  increased  amount  of  literature  is  made 
available.  We  have  accordingly  started  a survey  of 
the  whole  field  of  Braille  production  with  a view  to 
improving  and  accelerating  present  methods  and 
devising  new  methods  of  production  and  distribution 
in  order  to  meet  the  post-war  demand  to  the  fullest 
extent. 

Talking  Books. — There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the 
future  every  blind  person  will  po.sse.ss  a Talking  Book 
Machine  as  to-dav  he  posses.ses  a Wireless  Set.  But 
their  Talking  Books  will  certainly  be  in  some  less 
bulky  form  than  the  present  tvpe  of  gramophone 
record,  and  we  are  pursuing  all  lines  of  investigation 
in  sound  recording  with  a view  to  bringing  the  Talking 
Book  within  the  reach  of  all  blind  people.  ^Meanwhile, 
we  have  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  any  machines 
of  the  present  type  manufactured,  and  even  in  servic- 
ing those  machines  in  use.  We  have  indeed  been  lucky 
under  war  conditions  to  obtain  nearl}^  one  hundred 
new  machines,  and  these,  in  addition  to  sixty-three 
machines  generously  returned  to  us  by  owners  who 
felt  there  were  needs  greater  than  theirs,  have  met 
the  most  urgent  calls. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  the  services 
of  Sir  John  Hammerton  as  selector  of  books  for 
recording,  and  have  been  able  to  add  a limited 
number  of  new  books  to  the  Library,  some  recorded 
here  and  others  in  .America.  .About  half  the  454  books 
now  in  our  Talking  Books  Library  have  been  recorded 
in  America,  but  owing  to  technical  difficulties  in  the 
pla5dng  of  English  records  on  .American  machines,  the 
e.xchange  of  Talking  Books  has  been  largely  a one-way 
traffic.  Some  of  the  difficulties  have  now  been  overcome 
and  we  are  recording  five  books  to  the  order  of  the  Lib- 
rary of  Congress  for  American  reader-listeners.  The 
benefit  of  this  to  our  own  readers  is  that  we  shall 
retain  copies  of  the  five  books  in  our  own  Library 
and  obtain  from  .America  books  of  an  equivalent 
value  in  return  for  those  sent. 

Apparatus  and  Appliances.  — ^\'e  ha\  e been  able, 
through  a very  difficult  period,  to  maintain  supplies  of 
most  of  the  appliances  essential  to  the  blind  in  carry- 
ing on  their  work  and  usual  pursuits,  and  to  their 
education  and  technical  training.  The  e.xception  has 
been  in  the  case  of  apparatus  largely  composed  of 
metal  parts  ; it  is  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  the 
necessary  quantities  of  materials  and  the  skilled 
labour  required  for  the  manufacture  of  these  articles. 
In  trying  to  meet  the  increased  demand  for  Braille 
writing  machines  and  shorthand  machines,  we  have 
given  first  place  to  the  blind  ]ieople  who  need  them 
in  carrying  on  their  work,  and  we  can  say  that  no 
blind  man  or  woman  has  been  prevented  from  taking 
up  employment  through  want  of  a machine.  The 


BRAILLE.  TALKING  BOOKS.  MUSIC 

At'^present,  much  of  the  Institute’s  Braille  work  is  done  in  what  was  once  a 
private  hotel  in  Bournemouth.  The  picture  on  the  left  shows  a blind  machine 
transcriber  embossing  the  metal  plates  from  which  Braille  books  and  music 
are  printed.  Braille  books  issued  during  the  year  include  Agar’s  “ A Time  for 
Greatness,"  Grew’s  " Report  from  Tokyo,"  Wendell  Willkie’s  " One  World, 
Forester’s  "The  Ship."  Above  : blind  proof-readers  are  correcting  the 
manuscript  work  of  voluntary  Braille  writers,  who  added  702  volumes  to  the 
Students'  Library  during  the  year. 

Below  : on  the  left,  Mr.  Alvar  Liddell,  the  B.B.C.  Announcer,  is  seen  recording 
a book  for  the  Talking  Book  Library. 

The  other  picture  shows  a blind  musician  practising  at  the  Institute's  organ, 
a facsimile  of  the  organ  at  the  Royal  College  of  Organists. 
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need  of  blind  factory  workers  for  alarm  clocks  has 
been  great,  and  an  appeal  we  made  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  has  enabled  ns  to  obtain  a small  quota  of 
clocks  which  we  lit  with  Braille  dials  and  exchange 
for  a permit  obtained  from  the  worker’s  Trade  Union, 
d'he  demand  for  white  walking  sticks  is  incieasing, 
and  we  have  made  arrangements  whereby  local 
Agencies  for  the  Blind  can  obtain  from  ns  bulk 
supplies. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

In  our  last  Report  we  stated  that  " the  first  duty 
of  the  National  Institute  and  of  all  concerned  in  Blind 
Welfare  must  be  to  see  that  no  sight  is  lost  which 
could  be  saved,”  and  we  gave  details  of  the  intensive 
Sight-Saving  Campaign  on  which  we  had  embarked. 
That  campaign  is  now  well  under  way.  The  County 
Councils  Association  and  the  Association  of  Municipal 
Corporations  requested  the  Institute  to  put  forward 
“ a Minimum  National  Scheme  ” for  Ophthahno- 
logical  Research  and  the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
and  in  due  course  adopted  the  Scheme  in  substance 
with  a view  to  it  being  supported  by  the  major  Local 
Authorities  throughout  the  country.  The  Minimum 
National  Scheme  has  in  fact  become  a recognised 
plan  for  ensuring  adequate  and  effective  research  into 
the  causes  of  visual  defects  and  their  treatment,  to 
be  conducted  b\'  certain  Universities  in  conjunction 
with  Hospitals.  The  University  of  Oxford  has 
already  taken  active  steps  to  establish  a Department 
of  Ophthalmology  in  connection  with  the  Oxford 
Medical  School,  which  owes  so  much  to  the  muni- 
ficence of  Lord  Nuffield.  Plans  for  similar  develop- 
ments are  under  consideration  in  the  Universities  of 
London,  Leeds  and  Manchester,  and  a Chair  of 
Ophthalmology  has  been  founded  by  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  conjunction  with  the  Royal 
Eye  Hospital  in  London.  Each  of  these  five  centres 
will  have  the  independence  which  Research,  of  its 
nature,  requires,  but  the  results  obtained  will  be 
co-ordinated,  and  we  have  great  hopes  that  before 
another  generation  has  passed  away,  the  amount 
of  blindness  in  our  country  will  be  substantially 
reduced.  The  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  could 
do  no  more  constructive  work  than  to  help  in  saving 
sight. 

In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  the  National  Institute 
has  undertaken  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  appeal  made 
by  Oxford  University  for  the  £250,000  required  to 
endow  the  new  Department  of  Ophthalmology,  and 
it  has  also  given  substantial  financial  assistance  to  the 
Chair  established  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
and  the  Royal  Eye  Hospital.  A Central  Fund  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness  will  be  required  in  due 
course,  and  we  confidently  commend  this  special 
object  to  our  generous  supporters. 


IMPERIAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATION 

We  have  given  one  or  two  instances  of  how  some 
of  our  activities  are  extended  to  benefit  the  blind  of 
the  British  Dominions  and  Colonies.  There  are  a 
few  further  points  of  intere.st  to  note. 

We  have  always  been  much  concerned  with  the 
terrible  prevalence  of  blindne.ss  in  India,  and  our 
India  Committee  has  made  grants  for  .some  years 
to  assist  the  Indian  Red  Cross  in  the  publica- 
tion of  prevention  literature  and  the  organisation  of 
lectures  for  teachers  and  students.  The  Committee 
has  also  taken  special  interest  in  the  adaptation  of 
Braille  to  the  scores  of  Indian  dialects  and  the  pro- 
duction of  Braille  in  India.  It  has  welcomed  the 
report  on  a Uniform  Braille  Code  prepared  by  Indian 
educationists  and  has  learned  with  satisfaction  of 
the  work  that  is  being  done  by  Major  Sir  Clutha 
Mackenzie,  himself  blind,  in  preparing  measures  for 
the  post-war  welfare  of  blind  civilians  at  the  request 
of  the  Government. 

A Committee  set  up  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  to  enquire  into  means  for  the  rehabilita- 
tion of  disabled  persons  in  the  Colonies  has  sought 
information  from  us  relative  to  Blind  M’elfare  in  the 
Colonies,  and  at  its  request  we  are  preparing  pro- 
posals on  rehabilitation  work  for  the  blind  in  those 
Colonies  where  there  is  at  present  no  machinerv  for 
it. 


Our  relationships  with  Societies  for  the  Blind  in 
the  British  Dominions  and  the  United  States  of 
America  continue  to  be  intimate  and  cordial.  Before 
the  M^ar  enslaved  the  greater  part  of  Europe,  we  had 
similar  relationships  with  Societies  for  the  Blind  on 
the  Continent.  The  National  Institute  has  become  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  British  Societies  for  Relief 
Abroad,  a body  established  to  enable  UNRR.V  to 
utilise  to  the  full  the  organised  social  services  of  Great 
Britain,  and  in  this  way  we  hope  to  play  the  most 
active  part  possible  in  restoring  and  reinvigorating 
blind  welfare  work  in  the  occupied  countries.  It 
should  be  put  on  record  that  we  were  first  approached 
in  this  matter  by  two  blind  young  men  educated  at 
Worcester. 


^WO  domestic  events  must  be  recorded. 

This  j-ear  Mr.  Ben  Purse,  O.B.E.,  who  has  long 
occupied  a unique  place  in  Blind  M’elfare,  has  retired 
from  active  work.  For  the  past  twent\’-six  years  he  has 
carried  on  that  work,  in  a manner  which  has  vitally 
influenced  the  history  of  British  Blind  W'elfare,  as  a 
servant  of  the  National  Institute.  The  presentation 
of  a cheque  for  £500,  contributed  by  a host  of  friends 
and  admirers,  was  but  the  outward  expression  of  an 
admiration  and  affection  for  him  which  is  inestimable. 
He  has  benefited  thousands  by  his  labours  and  his 
wisdom,  and  thousands  wish  him  health  and  happi- 
ness in  his  retirement. 
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APPARATUS  AND  APPLIANCES 


Here  are  four  of  the  most  popular  “ lines  " in  articles  made  or  adapted  for  the  use  of  the  blind.  The  Braille  Writing  Machine,  with  which 
Braille  manuscripts  are  prepared  and  which  is  largely  used  for  Braille  correspondence  ; Playing  Cards  for  the  blind,  with  the  value  of  the  card 
embossed  in  Braille  on  the  left-hand  top  corner  ; a Braille  Pocket  Frame,  with  which  a blind  person  takes  notes  in  Braille,  using  a small  style  ; 
and  an  Alarm  Clock,  with  a dial  marked  in  Braille. 


In  the  spring  our  beloved  Chairman,  Captain  Sir 
Beachcroft  Towse,  V.C.,  celebrated  his  eightieth 
birthda)'.  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  Mr.  Riley, 
blind  telephonist  at  our  Headquarters,  arrived  at 
Long  Meadow  and  presented  to  Sir  Beachcroft  on 
behalf  of  the  staff,  a Talking  Book  record  which  he 
w'as  asked  to  play.  The  record  brought  to  him  in 
voices  some  of  w'iiich  had  been  familiar  to  him  for 
over  a quarter  of  a century  the  good  wishes  of  the 
Institute's  Staff  expressed  by  the  chief  officers.  Our 
ow'n  feelings  towards  Sir  Beachcroft  cannot  be  more 
fittingly  expressed  than  in  the  words  of  our  Secretary- 
General,  Mr.  Eagar,  at  the  end  of  this  unique  greet- 
ing. “ Your  courtesy  to  all  of  us  has  done  more  than 
anything  else  to  give  us  happiness  in  our  various 
tasks.  Your  courage  will  be  our  constant  inspiration. 


Your  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  blind  will  help 
us  to  follow  your  example.  God  bless  you,  Sir 
Beachcroft.” 

* * * 

'Y^OU  w'ho  have  read  this  Report  are  probably  a 
servant  of  the  blind.  You  have  helped  them 
during  the  past  year,  either  by  your  gifts  or  by  your 
personal  service,  in  a fight  against  a handicap  which 
however  disregarded  by  their  courage  is  in  effect 
inexorable.  We  offer  you,  on  their  behalf,  sincere 
and  heartfelt  thanks.  We  can  assure  you  that  the 
blind  are  always  conscious  of  your  friendship  ; they 
value  it  as  something  long  knowui  and  loved  ; it 
brings  to  their  tasks  and  their  struggles  warmth  and 
light.  . . . We  know  that  you,  knowing  this,  will 
ahvays  continue  to  be  a friend  of  the  blind. 
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If  VOU  are  ever  near  our  Headquarters  in  Great 
Portland  Street,  do  please  call.  Wc  have  had  many 
visitors  during  the  past  year— business  men  and 
women  social  workers,  factory  workers,  ministers  of 
relieioii,  teachers,  students,  schoolchildren,  people 
from  overseas,  men  and  women  from  every  branch  o 
the  Services.  One  \-oung  soldier  said  to  our  blind 
host  just  before  he  left  : " As  soon  as  I get  back  to 
civil  life  again,  1 am  resolved  to  give  not  only  what 
cash  I can  spare  but  real  time,  and  thought  aswell, 
to  the  service  of  the  blind."  There  speaks  the  voice 
of  the  true  spirit  of  sane  human  society. 

One  last  word.  May  wc  beg  yon  to  ensure  that 
your  service  to  the  blind  be  lasting  ? Legacies  are  the 
surest  means  of  establishing  the  continuance  of  our 

May  the  Blessing  oi  Almighty  God  rest 


work,  and  it  may  be  that  in  the  lean  years  which  are 
almost  bound  to  follow  \\  orld  \\  ar  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  of  those  days  will  depend  largely  on  the  extent 
to  which  their  friends  of  these  days  have  remembered 
them  in  their  Wills.  Forms  of  Bequest  and  Subscrip- 
tion Forms,  including  one  which  doubles  the  value  of 
your  subscription  without  extra  cost  to  you, 
accompany  this  Report. 

* * * * 

\Y/E  record  with  gratitude  and  sincere  appreciation 
our  indebtedness  to  the  Secretary-General,  Mr, 
W.  McG.  Fagar,  and  his  efficient  and  devoted  staff, 
for  their  self-effacing  labours  during  another  year  of 
increased  activity,  without  any  lessening  of  war-time 
difficulties. 

on  our  work,  in  future  as  in  past  years. 


STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

BALANCE  SHEET,  31st  MARCH,  1944 


Liabilities 

£ s.  d. 

Capital  Account  

Less  General  Purposes  Fund— 

General  Account  Deficit  ... 

DfiltiCt  Legacies  55,621  4 4 

Balance  from 
General  Charity 

Fund  .Account  ...  548  10  0 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

704,362  10  4 

81,140  10  8 


56,169  14  4 


24,970  16  4 

Add  Sunshine  Fund  for 

Blind  Babies  and  Children — 

General  Account  Surplus  5,486  16  11 
Legacies  ...  •••  1,015  1 11 

Balance  from  General 

Charity  Fund  Account  3,270  8 11 

9,772  7 9 

15,198  8 7 


Reinstatement  and  Development  Re- 
serve   

Home  Industries  Reserve  

Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit  Balances 


689,164  1 9 

45,000  0 0 
750  0 0 

45,750  0 0 

64,741  14  3 


Note  on  Leasehold  Property — 

One  property  has  been  destroyed  by 
enemy  action,  for  which  a claim  has 
been  made  under  the  War  Damage 
Act,  1941. 


£799,655  16  0 


Assets 


Freehold  Property — 

General  

Endowment 


£65,162  14  2 

2,000  0 0 


At  cost  or  at  valuation  when  given  to 
the  Institute,  less  amounts  written  off. 
Leasehold  Property — 

At  cost,  less  amounts  written  off 

Furniture,  Fi.xtures  and  Equipment — 
General  ...  ...  £19,308  5 4 

Endowment  ...  358  10  6 


At  cost,  or  as  valued  independently  in 
1935,  less  Depreciation. 

Investments  at  cost,  or  as  valued  at 
dale  ot  receipt — 

General  Purposes 

Specifically  Appropriated  (including 
£2,200  14s.  8d.  subject  to  charges) 
Endowments  ...  £36,144  14  5 

Endowments  Specifi  - 

cally  Appropriated  47,191  9 2 


£ s.  d. 

67,162  14  2 

43,634  1 10 

19,666  15  10 


£ s.  d. 


130,463  11  10 


456,946  5 10 
33,616  9 1 

83,336  3 7 

573,898  18  6 


[including  f nvestmetils  of  the  Sunshine 
Futid  for  Blind  Babits  atid  Children 
/o/n//tnc  £63,561  11s.  9d.} 

Stock  as  Valued  by  Officials  of  the 
Institute — 

Publications  Account 
Apparatus  Account 
General  Stores,  etc. 

Kiosk  Supplies  

Home  Industries 

Sundry  Debtors  [less  Reserx'e  for  Doubtful 
Debts) 

Deferred  Charges  and  Prepaid 

E.xpenses  

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand 


704,362  10  4 


14,576  8 4 
5,969  1 5 

8,767  7 6 
2,486  18  1 
6,144  19  11 


37,944  15  3 

39,912  7 0 

2,389  8 0 
15,046  15  5 


£799,655  16  0 


CLEMENT  DAVIES,  Member  of  Council 
A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Honorary  Treasurer 


National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet  is  properly 
drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the  Institute’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the 
explanations  given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Institute.  ^ a a a 

‘ ^ JACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO.,  ^ccouHbiwfs, 

Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2.  Auditors. 

\3th  July,  1944. 
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GENERAL  CHARITY  FUND 

Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1944 


liXt’ENDirURE  £ s,  d. 
Braille  and  Other  Publications 

Deficit  

Apparatus  Account  Deficit 


Expenditure  on  Homes  and  Schools — 


Massage  School  

7,535 

19 

4 

Blind  Babies  Homes  ... 

...  19,814 

8 

0 

Chorley^vood  College  ... 

8,439 

15 

5 

Other  Homes 

...  14,441 

5 

8 

Court  Grange  Special  School 

5,803 

9 

7 

Homes  for  War  Blinded 

9,549 

8 

2 

Worcester  College  Deficit  {see  page 

24)  

Worcester  College — Grant  for  Cap- 
ital Purposes 

Payments tothe  Bund — 

Wages,  etc.,  of  Blind 
engaged  in  Raising 
Revenue 

Augmentation  of  Wages 
paid  to  Blind  (includ- 
ing Wages  and  ex- 
pensesof  tbeirsigbted 
guides) 

Higher  Education  and 
Training  Fees 
Assistance  and  other 
expenses  on  behalf  of 
Blind  Persons 


5,099 
1,800  0 


8 0 


.19,210  3 0 


Grants  to  Societies  for  the  Blind 


5,111 


1 9 


26,109  11  3 
1,972  8 4 


Prevention  of  Blindness  

Unification  Agreements — 

Amounts  distributed  under  Agree- 
ment {see  page  27) — 

To  National  Library 

for  the  Blind  ...  13,107  II  10 
To  Other  Participat- 
ing Societies  103,724  16  0 

116,832  7 10 

Amounts  returned  to  Societies  con- 
ducting collections  ...  ...  1,927  19  0 

Collections  made  on  behalf  of  other 

Societies  ...  ...  412  8 0 


C *•  d. 

7,465  5 5 
3,313  15  4 


65,584  6 2 
598  7 6 
20  0 0 


33,193  1 4 

1,681  11  0 


'Cost  of  Raising  Revenue — 
Salariesand  Wages, etc.,  Sighted 
Wages  and  Allowances,  Blind  {see 
Wages,  etc.,  under  "Payments  to 
the  Blind"  above). 

Printing,  Stationery,  Advertising, 
Postage  and  Telephone 
Rent,  Rates,  Insurance,  Fuel,  Light, 
Cleaning  and  Repairs 
Collecting  Boxes,  Bazaars,  Lectures, 

Flag  Days,  etc 

Proportion  of  Head  Office  Expenses 
charged  to  Raising  Revenue 

Cost  of  Management — 

Salaries  and  Wages  including  Insur- 
ance, Blind  and  Sighted  ... 
Printing,  Stationery,  Advertising  and 

Postage  

Alterations,  Repairs  and  Maintenance 
Rent,  Rates,  Insurance,  Telephone, 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 

Travelling  and  other  Expenses 

Other  Expenses — 

Benevolent  Allowances 

Audit  Fee,  Legal  and  Professional 

Charges  ...  

Pension  Scheme  Contribution 
War  Emergency  and  A.R.P.  Expenses 
Miscellaneous  ... 

Legacies  Transferred  to  Balance 
Sheet — 

General  Account 

Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and 
Children 

Depreciation  and  Amortisation — 

Freeholds  and  Leaseholds  

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  F.quipment 


119,172  14  10 


22,994  14  7 

4,146  8 7 
2,223  10  2 
6,912  12  6 
3,703  6 0 


39,980  11  ID 


3,349 

3 

10 

447 

16 

1 

828 

17 

9 

1,004 

14 

10 

1,037 

6 

10 

252 

17 

6 

327 

12 

7 

3,440 

16 

10 

3,827 

5 

6 

843 

7 

3 

55,621  4 

4 

1,015  1 

11 

3,815  16 

4 

1,017  10 

9 

6,667  19  4 

8,691  19  8 

56,636  6 3 

4,833  7 1 


347,839  5 9 


Income  £ s.  d. 
Subscriptions,  Donations  and  Col- 
lections— 

Subscriptions,  Donations  and  Appeals  54,899  2 3 
Collections,  including  Mag  Days  ...  197,949  u 6 
Receipts  on  behalf  of  other  Societies 

—Contra  412  8 0 

Allocation  from  Greater  London  Fund  19,600  U 0 
AlUicalions  from  Blind  Societies  under 

Collecting  Agreements  8,686  0 10 


Miscellaneous  ... 

Dividends,  Interest  and  Rents 
Amounts  Received  in  Respect  of — 

Massage  School  

Blind  Babies  Homes  ... 
Chorleywood  College  ... 

Other  Homes 

Cofirt  Grange  Special  School 
Homes  for  \\'ar  Blinded 


5,288  17  5 
9,874  16  11 
7,386  7 5 
7,820  5 I 
3,513  18  3 
2,730  0 10 


Home  Industries  Account  Surplus... 

Eichholz  Clinic  Surplus  

General  Legacies  page  26} 

Less  Publicity  ...  


57,815  3 1 

1,178  16  10 


£ s.  d. 


281,546  11  7 

5,173  19  9 
13,715  12  8 


36,614  5 11 
1,177  1 4 

1,794  7 2 


56,636  6 


Carried  forward  ...  396,658  4 8 
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Carried  forward 


r.XrKNOlTURl? 

Bniu«ht  forward 
RkJSSTATRMKNT  and  UKVI-XOPMI'  NT 

Kkskrvk — 

Cioiicral  Account  ••• 

Sunshine  I'nml  for  Blind  BaUies  and 
Children  

Bai.anck  Cariukd  to  Bm.ancr  Sui-  kt — 

Cicnoral  Account  

Sunshine  Fund  for 
Bliiul  Babies  ami 

Chiliiron  i-t,CiS5  7 ll 

Less  Allocation,  Chor- 
loywood  CollcRe  and 
Worcester CoIlcRc  ...  1,394  U)  d 


GENERACCHARITY  FUND 

(continued) 

d.  £ s.  d.  Income 

347,839  5 9 


Brought  forward  396,658  4 8 


3.5,lHl(»  0 0 
H).(}iH)  0 0 


45,099  0 0 


3,‘279  8 1 1 


Fxpkndituru 


To  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  General  Charity 
Fund  Account  (included  in  Dividends,  Interest  and 


3,818  18  11 
£396,658  4 8 

ARMITAGE  MEMORIAL  FUND 

£ s.  d. 


£396.658  4 8 


Rents] 


By  Cash  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Clothworkers 


£122  0 0 


ARMITAGE  FUND  FOR  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  BLIND  WRITERS 

£ s d Income 

By  Cash  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
36  6 10  Clothworkers 


Expenditure 

To  Amounts  paid  to  and  Services  on  behalf  of  Blind 

Writers  •••  •••  ••• 

Surplus  taken  to  National  Institute  for  the  Blind — 
General  Charity  Fund  Account  


46  11  9 

£82  18  7 

BAILEY  BEQUEST 


Expenditure 

To  General  Charitv  Fund  for  General  Purposes  

G«*neral  Charily  Fund  for  Assistance  to  Necessitous 

Blind  

(The  above  items  are  included  in  General  Chanty 
Fund— National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  under 
Dividends,  Interest  and  Rents) 

London  Association  for  the  Blind  


Expenditure 

To  National  Institute  for  the  Blind— General  Charity 
Fund  Account  (included  in  Dividends,  Interest 
and  Rents) 


£ s.  d. 
254  4 10 


50  16  8 


By  Dividends  on  Investment 


122  0 0 
£122  0 0 

£ s.  d. 
82  18  7 

£82  1 8 7 


£ s.  d. 
559  6 A 


£559  6 4 

£559 

6 

4 

SALOMON’S 

BEQUEST 

£ s.  d. 

Income 

i 

s. 

d. 

By  Dividends  on  Investment 

497 

0 

497  0 0 

£497  0 0 

£497 

0 

0 

Receipts 


LEEDS  EMBOSSED  BOOKS  FUND 

£ s.  d.  Payments 

To  Cash  at  Bank.  1st  April,  1943  64  8 0 By  Amount  expended  on  goods  supplied  to  Leeds  Tnsti- 

Amount  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of  tution 

Clothworkers  47  17  10  Cash  at  Bank,  31st  March,  1944 


£112  5 10 


£ s.  d. 

23  2 9 
89  3 I 

£112  5 10 


Note. — The  Capital  Stock  of  this  Fund  is  held  in  trust  by  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers,  and  the  dividends  received  and  paid  over 
by  them  are  for  the  supply  of  Braille  Literature,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  of  Leeds  and  District. 

THE  HENRY  STAINSBY  MEMORIAL  GIFT  FUND  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Receipts  ^ s.  d.  Payments  £ s_.  d_ 

To  Cash  at  Bank,  1st  April,  1943  197  13  1 By  Amounts  expended  on  Gifts  ol?  n 

Dividends  on  Investment  ...  ...  ...  63  5 4 Cash  at  Bank,  3lst  March,  1944  ...  ...  -4-  1 

Deposit  Interest 1 1 9 

£262  0 2 


£262  0 2 


National  lu>iitul<  for  the  Blind. 


CLEMENT  DAVIES,  Member  of  CouHCif, 

.A.  J.  W.  KITCFllN, //rtiiorary  Treasuftr. 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  with  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Fund,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  in  accordance  therewith, 
and  in  our  opinion  correct.  ^ ^ „ 

JACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO.,  Chartered  Accountauta,  Auditors.  Kent  House.  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2. 

13//I  July,  1944. 

Note. — The  Capital  Stock  of  the  Fund,  £1,807  14s.  2d..  3J%  Conversion  Loan  Inscribed  Stock,  is  held  in  trust  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Owing  to  the  need  for  economy  in  paper,  a number  of  subsidiary  accounts  published  in  previous  years,  the  net  result 
of  which  appears  in  the  General  Charity  Fund  Account,  are  this  year  omitted.  Details  of  these  accounts  will  gladly 
be  given  on  request. 
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THE  MOON  SOCIETY 
Balance  Sheet,  31st  March,  1941- 


LlAnil-lTIES 


Capital  Account 

General  Purposes  Puncl 

AiU  : Le«acy  transferred  from  General 
Charily  Inmd  Account  


c s.  d.  C S.  d. 

26,(JU3  19  2 

1.S54  15  7 
15  0 0 


Less  : balance  from  General  Charity 
Fund  Account  

Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit  Balances 


1.869  15  7 


65  0 0 


1,804  15  7 
453  10  6 


£28,562  5 3 


Assets 


Freehold  Properly'  At  Cost, /ess 
i'rintiiiK  Machinery  ' amounts  written  oil 

I'urnilure  and  FitiinRS  

(at  cost  or  as  valued  independently  in 

1935  less  Depreciation)  

Investments — 

General  Purposes 

Fndowments  Speuific^dly  Appropriated 

Stock  as  valued  by  Officials  of  the  Society 
Sundry  Debtors,  less  Kcser\c  lor  Doubtful 

Debts  ...  ...  

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand  


1,10/  11  «> 
858  0 3 
43  0 6 


3,088  0 9 

20,548  4 0 

2.667  14  5 

23,215  18  5 

903  9 1 

1.316  2 2 
38  14  10 

£28,562  5 3 


CLEMENT  DAVIES,  Meynber  of  Council. 
A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Honorary  Treasurer. 


I National  fnsltlule  for  the  Blind. 


We  report  that  wc  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet 
is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correet  view  of  the  state  of  tlie  Society's  affairs,  according  to  tlie  best  of  our  information  and 
the  explanations  given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Society. 

Kent  House,  Telecrx™  Street,  E.C.2.  JACKSON,  PIXLEY  it  CO.,  Chartered  Accountants 

\3tli  July,  1944.  Auditors. 


THE  MOON  SOCIETY 


Expenditure 

To  Stock  at  1st  April.  1943  

Production  Salaries  and  Wages 
Health  and  Unemployment  Insurance, 

etc 

Materials  for  Transcribing,  Embossing, 

Binding,  etc ••• 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Carriage 

and  Packing 

Fuel,  Light,  Water  and  Power 
Rates,  Insurance  and  Telephone  ... 

Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Premises 

and  Machinery  

General  E.xpenses  

Depreciation — 

Freehold 
Plant  ... 

Furniture  and  Fittings  

A.R.P.  Expenses  


243 

95 

20 


To  Gross  Loss  brought  down 

Management  Expenses  and  other  Salaries 
Travelling  Expenses  


358  15  0 
92  13  6 

£3,425  3 5 


1,738  12  « 
986  10 

1 10  I 


£2,726  12  5 


Account 

for 

the 

Year  ended  31st  March,  1944 

Income 

. d.  £ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

1,209 

1 

8 

By  Cost  of  Production — 

1,329 

0 

7 

Books 

1,210 

8 

8 

Magazines  and  Newspapers 

663 

11 

0 

38 

10 

5 

1,873 

19 

8 

127 

14 

10 

Less  Reductions  allowed  from  cost 

price  of  Books,  etc. 

1,096 

11 

2 

71 

5 

9 

66 

17 

6 

Net  Sales  

111 

8 

50 

0 

5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  

5 

13 

Slock  at  31st  March,  1944  

903 

9 

43 

6 

3 

Gross  Loss  carried  down 

1,738 

12 

37 

17 

6 

By  Grant,  Local  Govemnaent  Act,  1929... 

Net  Deficit,  carried  to  General  Charity  Fund  Account 


£3,425 

3 

5 

C 

s. 

d. 

1,894 

10 

0 

832 

2 

5 

£2,726  12 

5 

General  Charity  Fund  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1944 


Expenditure 

To  Net  Deficit,  transferred  from  Publications  Account. .. 
Augmentation  ol  Wages — Blind  Staff 
Annuity  payable  under  the  Will  of  the  late  Miss 

A.  E.  C.  Moon  ..  ...  

Pensions  Scheme  Contributions  

Audit  Fee  

Gifts  

Legacy,  transferred  to  Balance  Sheet 


£ s.  d. 
832  2 5 

147  18  2 

20  0 0 
107  2 6 
10  10  n 
18  0 
15  0 0 


Income 

By  Subscriptions  and  Donations 
Dividends 
Rents  ... 

Legacy — Mifs  Emma  L.  Challen 
Balance  carried  to  Balanie  Sheet 


£1,133  11  1 


899 

143 

15 

65 


s.  d. 
12  7 
1 0 
17  6 
0 0 
0 0 


£1,133  11  1 
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WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 
Balance  Sheet  at  31st  March,  1944 


Liabilities 

s.  d.  C s.  d.  C s.  d. 
Capital  Account  ...  ...38,949  IS  7 

Add:  Donation  — Building 

Fund  1(10  0 0 

Add  : Grant — 

National  Institute  lor  the 

Blind  20  U 0 

39.069  IS  7 

Balance  of  Income  and 

l‘-xpenditure  Account  for 
ilie  year  ended  3Ist  March, 

1944  1,163  9 6 

Less:  Legacies  ...  ...  565  2 0 


Less  • Grant — National 
tutu  for  tlie  Blind  ... 


Insti- 


598  7 6 
598  7 6 


39,069  18  7 

Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit 

Balances  885  19  0 

.National  Institute  for  the  Blind  1,682  3 0 


/;41,638  0 7 


Freehold  Property 
Leasehold  Property  ... 
Furniture  and  Fixtures 


Assets 

c 

s.  d. 

) At  net  cost 

22,003 

1 11 

less 

860 

0 0 

) Depreciation 

1,911 

7 11 

Investments  at  cost — 

Specifically  appropriated  ... 
Kndowments— General 
Endowments — Specifically  appropriatecl.. , 
Building  Fund  ...  ...  


489  10  6 

3,000  0 0 

9,653  8 3 
1 , 1 52  1 0 0 


Sundry  Debtors  and  Debit  Balances,  less 
Reserve  for  Doubtful  Debts 


c 

24,774 


14,295 

2,568 


8 9 


2 0 


£41,638  0 7 


COBHAM,  Chainiiaii,  Board  of  Governors. 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Member , Board  of  Governors. 

We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet 
is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  stale  of  the  College’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and 
the  explanations  given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  llie  College. 

JACKSON,  PIXLEV  & CO.,  Chartered  Accountants, 

Rest  House,  Telegraph  Street,  F..C.2.  Auditors 

nth  July,  1944. 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1944 


f 

s. 

d. 

Fees,  Salaries  of  Teacliers,  Matrons,  Servants,  etc.  ... 

6,137 

12 

8 

Health  and  Unemployment  Insurance,  etc.  ... 

37 

17 

0 

Provisions 

1,392 

10 

7 

Laundry  ... 

275 

13 

8 

Other  Household  Expenses  and  Sundries 

18 

3 

6 

Rent,  Rates,  1 axes,  Insurance  and  Telephone 

Fuel,  Light,  Cleaning  and  Water  

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Educational  Books  and 

305 

9 

0 

652 

8 

5 

Apparatus 

191 

10 

6 

Metlical Charges  ... 

135 

1 

5 

Fravelling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

121 

11 

10 

Renewals 

107 

2 

8 

Sports,  Games,  Dramatics,  etc. 

78 

1 

I eachers’ Superannuation  

233 

14 

3 

Special  Superannuation  ... 

263 

11 

10 

9,950 

1 

9 

Management  Expenses 

386 

0 

1 

Legal  and  Other  Charges 

3 

0 

Upkeep  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  (including  Repairs) 

284 

8 

9 

A.R.P.  Expenditure  

19 

3 

10.666 

12 

10 

Legacies — Transferred  to  Balance  Sheet  

Donation — Building  Fund,  transferred  to  Balance 

565 

0 

Sheet  ... 

Bursaries  from  Endowment  and  other  Special  Income 

100 

0 

U 

fper  contra)  

1,057 

7 

1 

£ 

2,389 

11 

Income 


t a.  U. 

By  Maintenance  and  other  Fees  7,530  13  5 

Grant,  Board  of  Education  ...  ...  l,57l  14  10 

Donations  54  3 0 

Dividends  and  Annuities  343  12  l 

Miscellaneous  Income  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 0 0 


^ 9,503  3 4 

Legacies S65  2 0 

Donation — Building  Fund  100  0 0 

Appropriation  of  Endowment  and  Special  Income 

(per  contra)  i,057  7 1 

Deficit  carried  to  Balance  Sheet  1,163  9 6 


£12,389  1 11 
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ENDOWMENTS 


NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


{See  page  20) 


General  Account 

The  H.  F.  Bailcv  Bequest  

The  Leopold  Salomon’s  Endowment  Fund 
The  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund 
The  Miss  Constance  de  Jong  Bequest 
The  William  Brown  Hextall  Bequest 
The  John  Rae  Campbell  Endowment  Fund 

The  Nufhcld  Endowment  

The  Mary  Shaw  Bequest 
The  Hornshaw  Endowment  ... 

The  Sir  Alfred  Jones  Bequest  

The  Donald  and  Rosie  Alderson  Becjucst  ... 
The  He.xtall  Fund  for  Blind  Law  Students 

The  Blind  Social  Aid  Society  Fund 

The  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kirkham  Bequest 
The  Henry  Heskall  David  Bequest  ... 

The  Sir  John  Howard  Bequest 

The  J.  J.  Crosfield  Bequest 

The  Mrs.  Ralph  Partridge  Bequest  ... 

The  J.  W.  Comben  Bequest  ... 

The  Dr.  Howell  Rees  Bequest 

The  Henry  Ireland  Bequest 

The  Rev.  F.  J.  Hackett  Bequest  

The  Louis  Sterne  Bequest 
The  Miss  Mary  Jesson  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  J.  Rainsforlh  Bequest 
The  Miss  Constance  Hande  Bequest 


Guest  House  for  Blind  Women,  Leamington 

The  Harry  Urmson  Hayes  Fund 

The  Miss  A.  V.  Allpress  Endowment  Fund 


Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home,  St.  Leonard’s 

The  Mrs.  Jessie  Elizabeth  Laiiig  Bequest  ... 

*'  Arno.”  Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight 

The  Mrs.  Annie  Fisher  Bequest 
The  Robert  Noble  Bequest  ... 


Chorleywood  College 

The  William  Brown  Hextall  Scholarship  ... 

The  Nuffield  Endowment 

The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest 

The  Miss  E.  W.  .Allen  Bequest  (After-Care)... 

Fees  Endowment  Fund 


SUNSHINE  FUND  FOR  BLIND  BABIES  AND 
General  Account 

The  James  Attfield  Bequest 

The  Miss  Susan  A.  Davey  Bequest  ... 


/ 

S. 

d. 

9,881 

7 

1 

9,600 

0 

0 

9,505 

0 

1 

7,973 

13 

1 

5,633 

19 

4 

3,000 

0 

U 

2,500 

0 

0 

1,483 

10 

1,017 

11 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

655 

0 

u 

502 

12 

o 

500 

0 

0 

50U 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

U 

0 

150 

0 

0 

100 

15 

u 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

11 

6 

1 1 

450 

0 

0 

£56,234 

6 

9 

£ 

s. 

d. 

...  2,014 

3 

10  1 

...  889 

10 

0 ' 

£2,903 

13 

10 

1 

£ 

S. 

1 

d.  i 

...  1,000 

0 

0 1 

£ 

s. 

d.  1 

...  1,758 

10 

6 1 

...  5,595 

11 

7 

£7,354 

2 

1 

£ 

S. 

d.  i 

...  2,999 

4 

6 j 

...  2,000 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 1 

...  3,000 

0 

0 1 

...  1,200 

0 

0 I 

£9,699 

4 

6 ’ 

CHILDREN 

1 

£ 

s 

2U0 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 ' 

£800 

0 

0 

Blind  Babies'  Home,  East  Grinstead 

The  “ Dancing  Times  ” Endowment 
The  Hornshaw  Endowment  ... 

The  Mrs.  Lucy  Block  Bequest 
The  .Mrs.  A.  R.  Edwanls  Bequest 
The  Miss  A.  D.  Spiers  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  F.  Marks  Bequest  ... 

The  T.  G.  Sorby  Bequest 
The  Miss  Vaughan  Chapman  Bequest 
'I'he  *■  Sunday  League  ” Endowment 
The  Anthony  Cloustin  Partridge  Endowment 


Blind  Babies’  Home,  Southport 

'fhe  Ernest  Hallowell  Barlow  Bequest 
The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest 
The  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Graves  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  H.  R.  Ethel  Graves  Bequest 


Blind  Babies’  Home,  Northwood 

Bundles  for  Britain,  Inc.,  Niagara  Falls,  New 


Ontario,  Canada 


Total 


THE  MOON  SOCIETY 

The  Miss  A.  E.  C.  Moon  Endowment 


WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 

The  Miss  E.  \\'.  Allen  Bequest  (After-care) 

The  William  Brown  Hextall  Scholarship 
General  Endowment  I'und  ... 

The  Nuffield  Endowment 
The  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund 
The  Blair  and  Foster  Memorial  Fund 
The  Swimming  Bath  Fund  . . 

The  Himing  Prize  Fund 


GRANTS  TO  SOCIETIES  FOR  THE  BLIND, 


Todmorden  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

Southport  Blind  Social  Committee 

Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs... 
Bristol  Royal  Blind  Asylum  and  Workshops 
Surrey  V'oluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 

The  Lightbringer  

East  Sussex  .Association  for  the  Blind 


£ 

s. 

d. 

2,000 

0 

0 

1,020 

0 

0 

561 

3 

1 

477 

10 

0 

477 

10 

0 

450 

0 

0 

107 

14 

3 

100 

0 

0 

47 

17 

0 

500 

0 

0 

£5,741 

15 

2 

£ 

5. 

d. 

752 

11 

5 

500 

0 

0 

lO.S 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

£1,457 

11 

5 

£ 

5. 

d. 

- £504 

0 

4 

£85,694 

14 

1 

. £2,667 

14 

5 

)RCESTER 

i 

s. 

d. 

4,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

200 

4 

7 

113 

3 

8 

90 

0 

0 

£12,653 

8 

3 

1943-44 

£ 

s. 

d. 

34 

0 

10 

433 

11 

3 

175 

0 

0 

. 1,000 

0 

0 

25(1 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

64 

16 

3 

£1,972 

8 

4 

Past  25 


LEGACIES,  1943/44 


General  Account 

Addison,  John  

Allison,  Miss  Jane  Grant  

Armstrong,  Aliss  Caroline 

Bolton,  Miss  Florence  May 

Borlase,  Waller  Henry  

Bournslone,  Charles  ... 

Brock,  Miss  Hose  ••• 

Broderick,  Henry  and  Minnie  Lhzabelli 

Brodie,  Hii«h  Kinsman  

Bruce,  Mrs.  Plimbe  Ann 

Chadey,  William  Champion 

Charman,  .Mrs.  Clara  ... 
Christopher-Brown,  Miss  lithel 

Cleave,  Miss  Fanny  jane  

Colman,  Alan  Fees 

Cooper,  Miss  Ada  .AnneUe  ... 

Cooper,  Alfred  lirncst  

Crompton,  Amos 
Davis,  Israel  ... 

Davy,  Thomas 

Fielding,  Charles  Arthur  

Fitton,  Thomas  Clide 

Ford,  Mrs.  Mary  

Gay,  Miss  Ullen  

Oration,  Miss  Annie  ... 

Greenwood,  Miss  Eliza  Ann 

Grindrod,  Miss  Fhcebe  Jane 

Haag,  Henry 

Hammett,  Mrs.  Eva  Florence 

Harford,  Mrs.  Ellen  Clara  

Harte,  Walter  

Har\'ie,  Miss  Constance  

Hawkins,  Mrs.  Emily  

Hay,  Miss  Alice  Emily  

Hayes,  George  Whitley  

Hayter,  .Mrs.  Minna  ... 

Hedderley,  Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth  ... 
Hodgson,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Holland,  Arthur  

Holtham,  Miss  Louisa  Emily 

Hudson,  William  Kossuth  

Hulley,  Miss  Mary  Jane  

Humphrey,  Mrs.  Harriet  Maria  Tryphena 

Hunt,  Mrs.  Eotily  Agnes  

Hurrell,  .Miss  Frances  Elizabeth 
Jenkins,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Jewell,  Mrs.  Anne  

Jewkes,  Walter 

Jones,  Pardoe 

Kerslake,  Miss  Celia  Elizabeth 
Lambert,  Miss  Edith  May  ... 

Latter,  Mrs.  Selina  .Annie  Jane 

Lay,  ^Irs.  Florence  

Lines,  Miss  Louisa  

Lowe,  .Mrs.  Hannah  Cross  

Lunn,  .Miss  Marion 

McCann,  Edward  

McFarlane,  H. 

McLaren,  Frederick  D.  

Mallett,  Frank  Sergeant  

Moore,  Miss  Catherine  Lucy 

Narraway,  Miss  .Ada 

Nicholson,  Miss  Edith  Rebecca 
Palmer,  Mrs.  Eliza  Ann  Tunnington 

Pettitt.  Miss  .Alice  Louisa  

Potts,  Miss  Jessie  

Pound,  .Miss  Emma  ... 

Rees,  Miss  Mary  .Ann 

Riches,  .Alfred  Herbert  

Ridsdale,  Robert  

Rocke,  Aliss  .Marion 

Ruflell,  Walter  James  

Scott,  Mrs.  Agnes  S 

Scott,  Miss  Ann 
Simpson,  Miss  Frances 
Sims,  Miss  Ann 

Steggall,  Henry  Woolfoot  

Stephens,  Miss  Caroline  Mary 

Stokes,  Thomas  ...  

Stonbam,  Miss  Maud  

Stuart,  Miss  Beatrice  Annie 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Florence  Maria 


C s.  d. 
100  0 0 
300  0 0 
5 0 0 
90  0 0 

200  0 0 
13  0 0 
50  0 0 

275  0 0 

I, 074  4 1 

5,609  It  3 
2,164  15  7 

250  0 0 

100  0 0 
116  8 5 
1,000  0 0 
200  0 0 
200  0 0 
20  t)  0 
250  0 0 

415  15  10 
79  18  4 
52  10  0 

40  0 0 

450  0 U 
25  0 0 
7 2 5 

150  U 0 
144  15  2 

5 0 0 
839  5 2 
126  10  0 
450  0 0 
100  0 0 

25  0 0 

116  10  0 
90  0 0 
315  0 0 
1,293  9 10 
2,000  0 0 
100  0 0 
300  0 0 

30  0 0 

50  0 0 

100  0 0 
150  0 0 
100  0 0 
25  0 0 

2,960  0 0 
25  0 0 

567  8 5 
20  0 0 
106  1 0 
193  4 6 
518  1 6 

13  12  11 
3,729  1 9 

100  0 0 
100  0 0 

II, 217  14  7 
100  0 0 
463  17  2 

25  0 0 

. 11,018  15  7 
376  10  0 
50  0 0 

31  2 4 

100  0 0 

25  0 0 
337  0 9 
22  10  0 
160  6 8 

6 0 0 

100  0 0 
159  2 1 

50  0 0 
99  3 8 
20  0 0 
100  0 0 
. 1,932  19  5 
10  0 0 
10  0 0 
200  0 0 


Townsend,  Miss  Lizzie 
Turnbull,  Miss  Ada  ... 

Underwood,  George 

Urquharl,  Miss  Mary 
Waddinglon,  Joshua  Paget  ... 

Wareing,  Miss  .Agnes 

Watson,  Miss  Eleanor 

Wells,  William  

Whale,  George  Harold  Lawson 
Williams,  Ernest  Caughlcy  ... 

Wright,  Frederick  William  ... 

Yeats,  Mrs.  Ethel  Maud 
Yeomans,  John 

£56,748  0 8 


Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children  ^ 

16  lU  2 
I 10  9 
50  0 0 

5 0 0 
518  I 6 
25  0 0 

25  0 0 
100  0 0 
1 00  0 0 
10  0 0 
106  0 0 
10  0 0 
50  0 0 

50  U 0 


£T,067  2 5 


Together  £57,815  3 1 


I Budgeon,  Mrs.  Mildred  Eliza 
[ Dixon,  Richard 
I Emanuel,  Auguste  cle  Bourgoin 
Hammett,  Mrs.  Eva  Florence 
' Lines,  .Miss  Louisa 
( Mann,  Mrs.  Alice  Margaret  ... 

\ Pearce,  Mrs.  Frances  Mary  ... 

Pell,  Joseph  

Rensliawe,  Mrs.  Jessie 

Roe,  .Mrs.  Amy  Jane 

I Simpson,  Thomas  

Whale,  George  Harold  Lawson 
! Williams,  Miss  Alice  Maud  Mary 
I Williams,  Henry  Lloyd 


i 

5. 

d. 

137 

4 

5 

0 

16 

6 

lOU 

0 

0 

34 

17 

10 

807 

18 

n 

36 

8 

4 

2 

10 

0 

6 

12 

4 

10 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

630 

7 

8 

250 

0 

0 

24 

17 

3 

In  .Addition,  the  following  Legacies  were  Bequeathed  to  the 
Institute  during  the  Year,  and  were  Specifically  .Appro- 
priated AS  Below  : — 


Chorleywood  College 

Slaughter,  Charles  Henry'  

Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children,  Southport 

Garnett,  Mrs.  Mary  Anne 

Harrison,  Mrs.  Florence  

Kershaw,  Miss  E.  B 

Nidd,  John  George  

Varley,  Mrs.  Clara  Emily  


£ 


45 


s d. 
0 0 


£ s.  d. 
34  12  0 
351  0 9 
400  10  7 
200  0 0 
567  2 11 


£1,553  6 3 


East  Grinstead 

Croall,  Mrs.  Agnes  .Allan 
Pjrwell,  Miss  .Alice  Louise 
Smithers,  Mrs.  Louisa 


2 17  9 
39  2 3 
300  0 0 


£342  0 0 


Worcester  College  for  the  Blind 

Hall,  Sidney 

Verrinder,  Walter  Joseph 


£ s.  d. 
500  0 0 
65  2 0 


£565  2 0 


ENDOWMENTS 

The  Following  Endowments  were  made  to  the  Institute  during 
the  Year  : — 

" Arno,”  Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight 

£ s d. 

Mrs.  Annie  Fisher  Bequest  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,758  10  6 

The  Robert  Noble  Bequest  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  5*595  11  7 


£7,354  2 1 
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UNIFIED  COLLECTING  AGREEMENTS 

STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1944 
NET  AMOUNT  AVAILABLE  FOR  DISTRIBUTION 

i S.  cl. 

(a)  From  Areas  worked  by  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  138,221  13  9 

(b)  From  Areas  worked  by  Other  Participating  Societies, 

including  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind  ...  28,280  0 10 


;£16G,507  14  7 


DISTRIBUTED  AS  FOLLOWS 

£ s.  d. 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  49,675  6 9 

National  Library  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,107  11  10 

Other  Participating  Societies  (se«  Jelow')  ...  ...  ...  103,724  16  0 


£166,507  14  7 


ANALYSIS  OF  AMOUNTS  DISTRIBUTED 

BERKSHIRE— 

Berkshire  County  Blind  Society  

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE— 

Buckinghamshire  Association  for  the  Blind  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE— 

Cambridgeshire  Society  for  the  Blind 

CHESHIRE— 

Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society  

Macclesfield  Society  for  the  Blind 

Stockport  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb... 

Wallasey  Blind  Welfare  Committee  

CORNWALI^ 

Cornwall  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

DEVON— 

Devon  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

Home  for  the  Blind,  Torr  

South  Devon  and  Cornwall  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Plymouth  

West  of  England  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Exeter 

DORSET— 

Dorset  County  Association  for  the  Blind 
DURHAM— 

Darlington  Society  for  the  Blind  ...  

ESSEX— 

Esse.x  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

GLOUCESTERSHIRE— 

Bristol  Royal  Blind  Asylum  and  Workshops 

Gloucester  (City)  Society  for  the  Blind  

Gloucester  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

HAMPSHIRE— 

Bournemouth  Blind  Aid  Society 

Southampton  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  ... 
HEREFORDSHIRE— 

Herefordshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

HERTFORDSHIRE— 

Hertfordshire  Society  for  the  Blind 

ISLE  OF  MAN— 

Manx  Blind  Welfare  Society  

LANCASHIRE— 

Ashton-undcr-Lyne,  Stalybridge,  Dukinfield  and  District 
Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind 

Liverpool  Workshops  for  the  DUnd  

Preston  Industrial  Institute  and  Homes  for  the  Blind  ... 

Oldham  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee  ...  

St.  Helens  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind 


s. 

d. 

1,861 

15 

9 

2,356 

1 

7 

2,023 

0 

5 

4,424 

8 

6 

624 

13 

10 

1,210 

5 

2 

50 

0 

0 

2,899 

4 

9 

2,220 

19 

4 

60 

0 

0 

1,793 

4 

11 

1,463 

13 

1 

837 

2 

2 

447 

12 

2 

3,647 

11 

7 

5,814 

4 

2 

629 

16 

6 

5,162 

16 

10 

490 

3 

4 

897 

16 

9 

1,340 

10 

7 

4,576 

8 

10 

460 

4 

3 

978 

1 

n 

8,994 

9 

7 

1,102 

8 

3 

603 

4 

8 

769 

8 

6 

TO  OTHER  PARTICIPATING  SOCIETIES 


LINCOLNSHIRE— 

Boston  and  Holl.and  Blind  Society  ... 

Grimsby  Society  for  the  Blind  

Kesteven  Blind  Society  ...  ...  

Lincoln  Blind  Society  

Linds'v  Blind  Society  ...  

NORFOLK— 

Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind  ... 
NORTHUMBERLAND— 

Newcastle  Agencies  for  the  Blind 

NORTH  WALES— 

North  Wales  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE— 

Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Nottingham 

OXFORDSHIRE— 

Oxford  (City  and  County)  Society  for  the  Blind 

SOMERSET— 

Bath  Society  for  the  Blind 

Somerset  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

SUFFOLK— 

West  Suffolk  Voluntary  Blind  Committee  

SURREY— 

Surrey  Voluntary  .Association  for  the  Blind  

SUSSEX— 

Eastbourne  Society  for  the  Blind  ...  

Hastings  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 

West  Sussex  .Association  for  the  Blind  

WILTSHIRE— 

Wiltshire  Association  for  the  Care  of  the  Blind 

YORKSHIRE— 

Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for  the  Blind 
Colne  and  Holme  Valley  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee... 
Doncaster  and  District  Home  Teaching  Association  for 

the  Blind 

Goole  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  

Harrogate  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind 

Huddersfield  and  District  Blind  Society  

Keighlev  anti  District  Institution  for  the  Blind 

Leeds  Voluntary  Welfare  of  the  Blind  Committee 
North  Riding  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind  

Rawmarsh,  Dalton  and  Thrybergh  Blind  Welfare 

Committee  ...  ...  

Rotherham  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind  

Saddleworth  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 
Scarborough  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  ... 

Selby  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  

Settle  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  

Thome  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  

Wakefield  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind 

Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind 


£ 

s. 

d. 

1,016 

10 

11 

682 

15 

7 

1,293 

7 

1 

702 

10 

7 

3,253 

14 

2 

5,302 

2 

3 

4,940 

3 

10 

690 

15 

2 

833 

S 

1 

1,871 

0 

4 

648 

13 

10 

1,786 

14 

1 

1,080 

1 

3 

2,468 

14 

3 

174 

13 

4 

337 

1 

2 

1,710 

12 

7 

3,078 

9 

5 

2,151 

5 

10 

303 

10 

8 

894 

14 

1 

143 

10 

4 

731 

12 

10 

762 

19 

9 

871 

15 

11 

4,302 

1 

4 

560 

IS 

3 

222 

12 

6 

560 

13 

8 

99 

19 

0 

268 

0 

1 

156 

6 

9 

270 

15 

9 

86 

18 

8 

1,020 

0 

7 

706 

4 

8 

Total,  as  above 


£103,724  16  0 


THE  BLIND 
Some  Facts 


^The  official  returns  of  the  Ministry  of  Healtli  shouec 
that  on  March  Hist.  1!)4:!,  there  were  blind 

nersons,  of  whom  70.8,33  were  resident  in  h.ng  and  and 
■3  074  in  Wales  and  Monmouth.  In  March,  l.)4l,  there 
were  75,300,  so  that  the  increase  is  1,301.  Once  again, 
owing  to  " special  difficulties,''  one  Local  .\nthority 
failed  to  supply  figures,  and  the  relevant  returns  for 
an  earlier  year  had  to  be  substituted  for  an  up-to-date 
figure. 

Afffi  Groups  of  the  Blind 

^ As  in  other  years,  and  as  we  naturally  expect,  the 
hi'dier  age  groups  are  those  in  which  the  greatest 
number  of  blind  people  is  found.  About  40  per  cent 
of  the  total  blind  is  over  70  years  of  age,  and  about 
77  per  cent  is  over  50.  Once  again  the  number  of 
voiing  children  is  small,  though  an  increase  from 
9 to  13  in  the  age  group  of  infants  under  one  year  is  a 
warning  against  complacency.  There  is  a slight 
increase  also  in  the  numbers  of  those  between  one  and 
five  years,  where  the  total  rises  from  192  to  ^04.  A 
recent  classification  by  an  ophthalmologist  of  the 
causes  of  blindness  in  all  infants  admitted  to  the 
National  Institute's  Sunshine  Homes  over  a period  of 
twenty-four  years  (from  the  opening  of  the  Homes  to 
the  present  time),  should  prove  valuable  to  those  whose 
task  it  is  to  be  alert  in  this  connexion. 

Ages  at  which  Blindness  occurred  , , , . 

It  is  encouraging  to  compare  the  Table  included  in 
the  Ministry's  statistics  giving  the  age  at  which 
blindness  occurred  in  the  whole  blind  population  with 
similar  tables  in  former  years,  and  to  see  that  there 
has  been  a gradual,  but  steady  fall  in  the  number  of 
those  whose  blindness  dates  from  infancy.  In  1919 
the  percentage  of  the  total  blind  population  who  had 
lost  their  sight  in  infancy  was  21.4;  by  193(1  it  had 
fallen  to  13.2  ; to-day  it  is  11  per  cent.  In  24  years 
there  has  thus  been  a fall  of  almost  fifty  per  cent. 

Children  of  School  Age 

The  statistics  relating  to  children  of  school  age 
show  little  change,  though  it  is  rather  disquieting  to 
see  that  of  a possible  school  population  of  1,355, 
129  children,  physically  and  mentally  fit,  are  not  at 
any  school.  Wartime  conditions  are  probably  the 
explanation,  but  they  are  not  a completely  satisfactory 
one.  The  1,355  children  include  233  who  are  mentally 
defective,  and  54  suffering  from  physical  defect. 

Secondary  Education  and  Industrial  and  'Professional 
Training 

The  number  of  blind  boys  and  girls  over  1(3  who 
are  receiving  secondary  education  has  very  slightly' 
increased  (from  67  to  03),  but  the  numbers  who  are  at 
one  of  the  Universities  or  in  professional  training  has 
fallen  from  52  to  49.  so  that  the  general  position 
remains  almost  unchanged.  Those  receiving  industrial 
training  also  remain  remarkably  constant,  this  year's 
figure  being  642,  and  that  of  the  previous  year  047. 

Employment 

The  blind  in  employment  total  8,322  as  against 
7,713  in  the  previous  year.  There  has  been  a marked 
increase  in  the  number  of  those  who  have  found 


COMMUNITY 
and  Figures 

emplovment  in  industry  other  than  the  sheltered 
workshops  for  the  blind,  or  as  home  workers,  this 
number  having  increased  by  over  800.  It  is  safe  to 
conclude  that  the  majority  of  these  have  taken  their 
place,  side  by  side  with  the  seeing,  in  war  iiidustnes. 
The  figures  arc  now  more  than  a year  old,  and  since 
March,  1943,  remarkable  advances  have  lieen  made  in 
this  connexion,  so  that  when  the  figures  for  the  year 
ended  March,  1944,  are  available,  they  should  be  still 
more  encouraging.  Since  the  returns  for  1942-43  vute 
received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  certain  other 
figures  have  been  made  public  by  the  Ministry,  and 
though  they  relate  to  the  previous  year  ended  March, 
1942  the  fact  that  they  have  not  been  published  before 
mav  justify  their  inclusion  here.  They  give  the  number 
of  Workshop  employees  as  3.227.  and  their  total 
remuneration  as  £385.748  (of  which  £211.580  was  by 
way  of  augmentation).  Harnings  per  head  ranged 
from  £12  to  £94  per  workshop,  and  augmentation  from 
£30  to  £115  per  workshop.  Profit  or  loss  per  head  m 
individual  workshops  ranged  from  £49  profit  to  £7d 
loss.  They  are  not  heartening  figures,  and  suggest  that 
there  is  room  for  considerable  improvement. 

The  Unemployable  Blind 

The  table  of  newly  registered  blind  persons  show 
that  while  the  total  number  of  such  persons  in  1943 
only  exceeded  the  total  in  1942  by  17.  there  were  87 
more  newly-registered  persons  over  70  years  of  age. 
The  total  blind  population  over  70  exceeded  the  total 
in  1943  by  1,831.  As  in  other  years  it  is  safe  to  assume 
that  many  of  those  classified  under  the  forbidding 
title  of  " unemployables  " are  men  and  women  whose 
employment  has  come  to  an  end  b\'  reason  of  age  and 
infirmity.  Once  again,  too,  a large  proportion  of  the 
blind  who  are  unemployable  almost  certainly  come 
into  the  category  of  the  jihysically  or  mentally  defective. 
These  number  over  10,00(1,  of  whom  more  than  5,200 
are  in  Homes,  .Mental  Hospitals  or  Public  .Assistance 
Institutions.  That  those  in  Public  Assistance  Institu- 
tions are  more  than  twice  as  numerous  as  those  in 
Homes  for  the  Blind,  underlines  once  more  the  point 
made  in  previous  .Annual  Reports  that  the  need  for 
further  Homes  for  the  elderly  blind  is  acute. 


Home  Teaching  Service 

Finally,  the  statistics  show  that  500  home  teachers, 
a few  of  whom  are  employed  for  part-time  only,  arc 
responsible  for  caring  for  65,000  unemployable  blind 
persons.  This  means  that  each  has  an  average  of  130 
to  look  after  which,  at  a first  reading,  may  not  seem 
too  many.  But  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  home 
teacher  must  deal  with  the  dependants  of  the  blind 
person,  with  the  pre-school  child,  with  the  school  child 
on  holiday,  probably  with  the  trainee  or  worker  who  is 
at  home  ill,  and  in  many  cases  also  must  supervise,  in 
the  interests  of  prevention,  those  whose  sight  is 
threatened,  it  becomes  clear  that  her  work  is  onerous. 
.And  since  these  figures  were  compiled,  more  than  a 
year  ago,  transport  has  become  more  than  ever  a 
problem,  materials  for  the  teaching  of  handicrafts  more 
difficult  to  secure  ; and  as  younger  women  are  more 
and  more  absorbed  by  war  work,  the  demands  on  the 
senior  members  of  the  service  do  not  grow  less 
1 exacting. 
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1944 

To  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  224,  226  & 228  GREAT  PORTLAND  STREET, 

LONDON,  W.l 

3 , of 

inamt  in  /uU)  (addrut) 

hereby  covenant  with  the  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND  that  for  a period 

of  seven  years  from  the day  of 19  or  during  my 

life  whichever  period  shall  be  shorter  I will  pay  annually  to  the  said  Institute  such  a sum 
as  will  after  deduction  of  income  tax  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  Institute  a net  sum  of 
£ ( ) such  sum  to  be  paid  from  my  general 

{/igurgs)  {words) 

fund  of  taxed  income  so  that  I shall  receive  no  personal  or  private  benefit  in  either  of  the 
said  periods  from  the  said  sum  or  any  part  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this day 

(words) 

of 19 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered  by  the  said 

(signature  of  subscriber) 

in  the  presence  of 


Signature 
Address  .. 


Occupation 


Witness  to 
Signature 
of  Subscriber. 


Note  : — The  first  subscription  should  not  be  paid  before  the  date  upon  which  this  deed  is  signed. 

(P.T.O 


NOTICE  TO  ANNUAL  SUBSCRIBERS 

By  filling  in  the  seven-year  covenant  form  on  the  back  of  this  Notice  a subscriber, 
at  no  extra  personal  cost,  can  increase  the  value  of  a subscription  by  the  amount  of  Income 
Tax  which  has  been  paid  on  the  subscription. 

Tax  on  covenanted  subscriptions  is  recoverable  by  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  in  accordance  with  the  following  scale  : — 


Annual  Subscription 
to  be  paid 
by  subscriber 

Income  Tax  {at  10/- 
t«  £j,  recoverable 
by  Institute  from 
Inland  Revenue 

Total  value 
of  subscription  to 
N.I.B. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

10 

6 

10 

6 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

4 

4 

0 

3 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

6 

6 

0 

4 

4 

0 

4 

4 

0 

8 

8 

0 

6 

5 

0 

5 

5 

0 

10 

10 

0 

10 

10 

0 

10 

10 

0 

21 

0 

0 

21 

0 

0 

21 

0 

0 

42 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

If  a subscriber  who  covenants  for  seven  years  is  assessable  for  Sur-Tax  he  is  entitled 
to  deduct  the  full  amount  of  his  subscription  (including  the  amoimt  of  tax)  in  his  Sur-Tax 
return,  and  thus  save  the  payment  of  Sur-Tax  on  that  sum ; i.e.  a Sur-Tax  payer  sub- 
scribing £10  : 10  : 0 p.a.  under  Covenant  may  deduct  £21  ; 0 : 0 from  his  Sur-Tax  return. 

The  agreement  is  terminable  by  death. 


(P.T.O. 
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2. 


To  the  Honorary  Treasurers  of  the  Date iy 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920) 

224,  226  & 228  GREAT  PORTLAND  STREET,  LONDON,  W.l 

I have  pleasure  in  assisting  the  Institute  in  the  following  manner  : 

£ s.  d. 

Annual  Subscription  : • 

Donation  ...  ...  ...  • • • • • 

Total  £ : : 

Enclosed,  please  find value 

(Name) 

(Please  stale  whether  Mr.,  Mrs.,  Miss,  etc.) 

(Address)  

Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  the  “ National  Institute  for  the  Blind,”  and  crossed  “ Westminster  Bank  Ltd. 

[f.t.o 


1 944  3. 

You  can  save  yourself  the  trouble  of  renewing  your  subscription  in  the  future  by 
filling  in  and  returning  to  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224-  Gt.  Portland  Street, 
London,  W.1,  the  form  below,  instructing  your  Bankers  to  pay  the  subscription 
annually  on  your  behalf.  This  Order  can  be  withdrawn  at  any  time. 


BANKERS’  ORDER 


N ame  of  Bankers  Date 19 

Branch  Address 

^hu)  to  the  Account  of  the  l^latianal  Institute  for  the  iVlinti  at  the 

WESTMINSTER  BANK  Ltd.  [Harley  Street  Branch,  154  Harley  Street,  W.l),  my  Subscription 
of now,  and  continue  to  pay  the  amount 

{Please  insert  amount  in  words) 

yearly  on  the  Isi  of in  each  year  until  further  notice,  without 

application.  c-  , I ' 

Signature 

2d. 

Address Stamp  


{Please  insert  amount  in  figures) 


1944 
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NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Incorporated  1902.  Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST,  No.  I 

The  following  form  of  bequest  is  recommended  to  those  who  may  be 
desirous  of  assisting  the  Institute  by  way  of  a specific  legacy  . 

1 give  to  the  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  of  224,  226  & 228  Great 
Portland  Street,  London,  W.I,  the  sum  of pounds 

(free  of  legacy  duty)  for  the  general  jrurposes  of  the  Institute,  and  I declare  that  the  receipt 
of  the  Hon.  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  such  Institute  shall  be  a good  discharge  to  my 
Executors. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST,  No.  2 

The  following  form  of  bequest  is  recommended  if  it  is  desired  to  leave 
the  residue  of  an  estate  to  the  Institute  : — 

I give  the  rest  residue  and  remainder  of  my  estate  and  effects  whatsoever  and  where 
soever  both  real  and  personal  and  whether  in  possesion  reversion  remainder  or  expectancy 
to  the  N.ATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  of  224,  226  & 228  Great  Portland 
Street,  London,  W.I,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Institute,  and  I declare  that  the 
receipt  of  the  Hon.  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  such  Institute  shall  be  a good  discharge 
to  my  Executors. 

Note  —Property  of  all  kinds,  including  land  of  any  tenure  and  also  including  money 
lent  on  mortgage  and  the  securities  therefor,  may  lawfully  be  given  to  charitable  institutions 
bv  Will  The  above  forms  can  be  readily  adapted  to  such^ifts  by  the  substitution  of  a 
dLcription  of  the  land,  mortgage,  etc.,  for  the  words  “ the  sum  of 

A post-war  credit  may  be  bequeathed  to  the  Institute,  specifically,  or  as  part  of 
an  estate. 

I evades  mav  be  left  to  form  an  endowment  to  be  named  after  the  benefactor  or  a 
nominee  of  the  braefactor.  In  this  case  there  should  be  added  after  the  words  the  sum 
“ to  form  an  endowment  to  be  called  ‘ Ihe request. 

The  form  of  bequest  should  be  incorporated  in  the  Will,  which  should  be  signed  and 
witnessed  as  shown  on  the  back  of  this  form. 

If  desired,  the  Institute  is  willing  to  act  as  Trustee. 


[P.T.O. 


witnesses  should  sign  here 
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6. 


{Continued  front  other  side) 


When  a Will  has  been  made,  and  it  is  afterwards  desired  to  benefit  the 
National  Institute,  it  will  be  sufidcient  if  the  form  below  is  filled  in,  duly  signed 
and  witnessed  as  below,  and  carefully  attached  to  the  existing  Will. 

Ubis  is  a Cobicil  to  the  last  Will  of  me 
dated 

(Name  in  full)  (Date  of  Will) 

/ give  to  the  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  of  224, 
226  & 228  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.I,  for  the  general  purposes 
of  the  Institute,  the  sum  of 

(£• -) 

{words)  (figures) 

free  of  Duty,  and  I declare  that  the  receipt  of  the  Hon.  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being  of  such  Institute  shall  be  a good  discharge  to  my  Executors. 

In  witness  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this day 

{words) 

of 19 


.'iigned  by  the  1°’'  “ Codocil  to 

last  Will  dated 

her 

Insert  date  of  WiU 

in  the  presence  of  us,  both  present  at  the  same  ^ of 

time,  who  at  request,  and  in  presence 

and  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  have  hereunto 
set  our  names  as  witnesses. 


(1) 

of 



[P.T.O. 


